
RIDGLEY PLANNING AND ZONING MEETING 
JUNE 23, 2010 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Martin Sokolich. 
 
Attending signed in were:  Leo Stepp, Lisa Balderson, Tracey Draker, Leann Wall, Roger 
Weese, Jeff Garrett, Nancy Gearhart (late), Robin Eaton and Martin Sokolich. 
 
Minutes from May were approved.  Motion by Jeff, 2nd by Nancy. 
 
There was no formal agenda for this meeting, but there were several people in attendance 
with business to discuss: 
 
Weiss/Stedman Property:  The property is on the very edge of town.  The owner has 
been told, per Jeff Porter, that none of the property is in the County.  Since 1966 the 
Town of Ridgely has been charging tax on the property.  It is not clear what portion of 
the property is in the town and what portion is part of the County because there is no 
comprehensive map of the property.  The owner would like to know what can be done 
with the property and what part of the property is in the town/county.  Mr. Steadman was 
told that the front 3 acres of the 10.5 acres was commercial property.  A survey from 8-
15-1966 was presented.   
 Martin said the area is zoned C-3 Commercial, but until there is a definitive 
answer, by means of a current survey, he cannot answer.  A surveyor would be able to 
better interpret the old information.  If the 3 acres are in town limits, it may be enough to 
develop commercially with building and parking, but regulations would depend on type 
of building (permitted use).  The owners are aware of the Water moratorium and 
indicated that they only want to develop the 3 acres believed to be in town.  Martin said 
the zoning on town property (C-3 General Commercial) hinges on how much acreage 
because of the parking.  He also indicated that our maps are probably different from the 
county maps.   
 A discussion ensued:  if the owner were to have the property re-surveyed, would 
the town accept the survey?  Martin was unsure and felt that perhaps this should go to the 
Commissioner’s Meeting.  They should know because this is bigger than the planning 
commission can deal with.  Everything that the town has indicates that only part of the 
property is in town.  A survey is the next step.  It was asked what the owner would need 
to do to have property annexed into the town?  Martin explained the annexation process:  
letter to Commissioner proposing annexation with survey, 2 ads in the local paper, the 
town would notify the county and then a hearing.  Martin questioned what the town 
would be obligated for if annexed.  Water and sewer may be a concern for the town.   
 As the property stands now Ridgely has been charging taxes on the full 
assessment for the past 44 years.  Mr. Steadman’s realtor is going to advise him to get a 
survey of the property and apply for annexation. 
 
4th & Sunset/Roger Weese:  Mr. Weese had previously worked with Joe Mangini.  His 
project was designed to give a transition into town.  7 units and parking and interior 
garage units were approved.  Mr. Weese wants to open the line of communication with 



the town.  The condo projects are hard to finance because of the economy and he 
wonders if 3 residential lots would be better.  If he were to sell the town houses he would 
have to sell them at a loss.  He has renewed the sewer allocations for this year and is open 
for suggestions.  Martin said it is in the R-2 district which allows for 2 family houses.  If 
he proceeds with the current plan the Planning Commission would not have anything to 
say, but if that is not doable Mr. Weese will have to start over again with a subdivision 
plan.  A new plan would not be approved until the current plan was withdrawn.  Mr. 
Weese decided to sit on the project for a bit longer. 
 
4 Ridgeway Drive – Mike Peters is building a deck for the owner and wants to put it 5’ 
into the building restriction line.  It will be a floating deck (no foundation) on footer 
pillars with the deck resting on the pillars.  The area is zoned R-3.  A request is made for 
a variance to build outside of the building restriction line.  Martin said we can motion to 
cite section 16.5 Minimum Yard Requirements and use a portion of the side yard to make 
up for the encroachment on the rear.  The 8’X 20’ deck goes over by 4’ 9”.  This would 
allow for the deck using the side yard depth allowance.  Leo motioned, Martin 2nd , all in 
favor, motion approved. 
 
A discussion was had regarding Robin’s new role as Planning & Zoning Administrator.  
In the Historical District all properties fall under design guideline.  With no Historical 
Committee it falls on the planning commission to deal with windows, accessory 
structures, etc.  Setback requirements cannot always be met in this zone and the planning 
commission has some leeway in this part of town.  The job of the Planning Commission 
is to protect the property values.  After discussing it was determined that:  fences, sheds, 
decks and simple minor structures do not need to come before the planning commission 
and could be approved by Robin.  All additions and structural changes will need to come 
before the Planning Commission.  Stephanie will take the minutes and (with Robin) 
collect the items that need to go onto the Planning Commission Agenda.  A rough draft 
will be emailed to Martin a week before the meeting and the minutes, agenda and copies 
of permits will be hand delivered the Friday before the meeting.   
 
Old Business: 
Martin discussed the work session and the draft ordinance for the Overlay Zone for the 
Cowbarn Property.  An overlay is in the public’s intrest as in preserves the cowbarn.  
Attached is a copy of the rough draft of the ordinance. 
 
Leo motioned to adjourn, Jeff 2nd.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm. 
 


