
Ridgely Planning Commission 
August 25, 2010 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm by Martin Sokolich.  Planning Commission 
members Jeff Garrett and Leo Stepp were present as were Commissioner Anthony Casey, 
Planning & Zoning Administrator Robin Eaton and Stephanie Berkey Asst. Clerk-
Treasurer.  Also present were Archie Carroll (arrived late) and Anne Ogletree. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion by Leo to approve the minutes for the July 28, 2010 meeeting.  Jeff 
2nd, unanimous approval. 
 
Reports & Updates 
Martin requested that the next Planning Commission meeting be moved to the September 
29, 2010, due to a scheduling conflict.  No one opposed and the meeting is scheduled for 
9/29/2010 at 7:00pm. 
 
Martin suggested that we do New Business first, as Mr. Carroll was running a few 
minutes late.  
 
New Business 
2 Oak Street, Seltzer – Fence.  Robin spoke on the owner’s behalf due to a family 
emergency.  Her house is next to Foster’s.  There is a slope that runs along the property 
and has 3 cooling units that run 24/7 and are very noisy.  They want to put up a 7 foot 
fence and the section by the slope they would like to make it an 8 foot fence.  There is 
verbage allowing this between a commercial and residential property, but wants to make 
sure it is permissible per the Planning Commission.  Martin indicated that in 
consideration of the back property line, grade and zoning, he does not think a vote is 
necessary as long as they meet the required setbacks.  Robin will sign off on the permit 
and allow them to proceed. 
 
Zoning Administrator Report – Robin reported that P&C bank is moving their ATM from 
out in the drive-thru island and into the wall of the bank.  We are awaiting permits.  He 
has signed off on a demolition permit to remove an unsafe garage that the owner will 
rebuild on at a later time.   
 
Old Business 
Cowbarn Property, Archie Carroll- Mr. Carroll inquired about storm water management 
and Martin responded that it is the County that has to look at storm water management.  
The county will sign off on both forestry and storm water management. 
Anne said that she understands that the final plans for the Mr. Carroll’s subdivision at the 
Cowbarn property will be proposed at the next Commissioners Meeting.  It is understood 
that a storm water management letter is needed and their engineer will take care of that 
and the forestry at the same time.  They would like to ask the Commission to grant a 
preliminary or conditional (there may be some small technical things that need to be fixed 



on the plats themselves after they are reviewed).  Per the ordinance, they need the 
proposed use approved by this Commission before they can go to the County to ask them 
to put the redevelopment district on that land.   
Martin wants a set of plans for everyone for next month to put in packages to refresh 
everyone’s memories.  The pieces that are going to have to be done by the 
Commissioners are the subdivision of the lots and contingent on that is the façade 
easement for the cowbarn (already approved by Anne & Jack Hall).  He does not believe 
it needs a recommendation from the Planning Commission to be presented to the 
Commissioners for acceptance.  Per Anne the Commissioners did approve a draft last 
year with some minor corrections that Jack requested.  Martin noted that one of the 
changes will be that Lot 3 is not going to be dedicated to the town as in the original 
proposal.  Also, the subdivision is contingent upon the Waste Water Treatment Plant and 
having the capacity to connect the town homes in the subdivision.  Per Robin, Diane has 
sent a letter to MDE that the upgrades are complete and operational, but we have not 
heard back from MDE yet.  Hopefully within the next 6 months we will hear from MDE.  
Martin said that before we have the subdivision done we will need to have the ordinance 
for the overlay zone to be approved.  The latest drawings need to be attached to the 
ordinance.  Martin asked if they were going to request any changes be made to the 
overlay ordinance.  Anne indicated that she and Jack were satisfied with the ordinance 
and would not be requesting any changes.  Martin indicated that if we were to 
recommend the redevelopment overly ordinance tonight it would be on the agenda in 
September and can pass in the fall.  A motion was made by Jeff Garrett for 
recommendation to Town Commissioners redevelopment overlay ordinance.  Ordinance 
to include by reference site plans for cowbarn property.  2nd Leo Stepp, Unanimous 
approval.     
 
Roundtable Discussion 
Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Martin has not much to to review it yet.  We need to 
look at some things in the zoning ordinance and there are recommendations in the 
comprehensive plan.  Martin wants to talk to Jack and would like to see things put in the 
form of a table – looking at zoning designations and allowing for change.  Right now he 
has nothing to propose, but maybe next month we will have something.  
 
As there were no further comments, Leo motioned for adjournment and Jeff 2nd.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:34pm. 
 


