
Ridgely Planning Commission 
September 29, 2010 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm by Martin Sokolich.  Planning Commission members Leo 
Stepp, Mickey Newport and Nancy Gearhart were present, as were Commissioner Anthony 
Casey, Planning & Zoning Administrator Robin Eaton, Asst. Clerk-Treasurer Stephanie Berkey 
and Archie Carroll.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion by Leo to approve the minutes for the August 25, 2010 meeting.  Nancy 2nd, 
unanimous approval. 
 
Old Business 
Cowbarn Property:  Archie had proposed at the Commissioner’s Workshop meeting that the 
impact fees be reduced and wanted to know if this is something to discuss with the Planning 
Commission.  There was a lengthy discussion about the current fees.  Martin said that while he 
does understand why Mr. Carroll is making the request and he does hope that the Commissioners 
look into how the fees were calculated, it is not a question for the Planning Commission.  This 
was an Ordinance passed by the Commissioners and needs to be taken up with them.  Martin also 
questioned if Jack Hall was aware of the board’s previous recommendation of the Cowbarn 
Overlay District.  He is hoping that it is on the agenda for the next Commissioner’s meeting.  
 
Reports 
Robin reported that permits have been issued at the following locations: 
 111 Maple (roof) 
 Hanover Foods (removal of old tank/installation of new on concrete pad) 
 12 Central Ave (windows, roof, HVAC) 
 3 Maple (shed) 
 105 Walnut (shed) 
 
Anthony initiated a discussion on a PODS application.  It would be a non-feasible permit.  Robin 
questioned how long the permit would be good for?  Anthony suggested that the permit would be 
effective up to 2 years, as long work is still being done on the property, with the potential of an 
extension.  Martin said that the property would need to actually be having work done and not just 
a substitution for a shed.  He believes that it is possible to amend the ordinance to name PODS 
specifically depending on how big of an issue it is. 
 
Roundtable Discussion 

• Martin would like the board members to proofread his zoning ordinance category table 
and asked that the board members look over what he has done so far and offer comments. 

• Martin indicated that Roger Weese has extended his sewer allocations.   
• There is a Planning Commission Association meeting in Cumberland, MD in October if 

anyone would like to attend.  
• Fall MML is in November, Diane and Anthony are planning to attend. 
• Leo motioned for adjournment, Nancy 2nd the meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm. 

 


