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1.0 TITLE

This ordinance shall be known as the Zoning Ordinance for the Town of Ridgely.
2.0 PURPOSE

The zoning regulations and districts as herein established have been made in accordance with
the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Ridgely as adopted on 6 May 1997 by the Commissioners
of Ridgely. That plan was developed to promote the safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity,
and general welfare of the citizens of Ridgely and its environs. It was also developed to provide for
the efficient and orderly growth and development of the Town of Ridgely. Principal among the
philosophies that were developed and identified during the comprehensive planning process was the
concept that the “Village of Ridgely” be protected and that the entire community of Ridgely be
developed along the model and the scale of the historic community of Ridgely. Accordingly, those
feahmﬂwathavemdekidgelyammo&ﬁﬂandaﬁoyabbcommityare to be encouraged. Among
those features are the presence of single-family homes, wide streets, rear lot alleyways, an active
cm&ﬂbushmssdis&icgpwkhnds,bcﬂenmbymeﬂoppoﬁmhiegandadhemiwofhﬁhmg
traditions based on historical styles and patterns.

In addition, these zoning regulations, districts, and the ordinance were developed to be in
compliance with the Charter of the Town of Ridgely and the various Maryland laws and regulations
that govern and guide land-use considerations and opportunities. Also, this ordinance was developed
to provide for efficiency and economy in the process of development, for the appropriate and best
use of land, for convenience of traffic and circulation of people and goods, for the use and occupancy
of buildings, for healthful and convenient distribution of population, for good civic design and
arrangement, and for adequate public utilities and facilities, by regulation the location and use of
buildings, structures, and land for trade, industry, and residence, by regulating and limiting or
determining the height and bulk of buildings and structures, the area of yards and other open spaces,
and the density of use. They have been made with reasonable consideration, among other things, to
thecharacterofthed'mnictanditspecuﬁarsuitabiﬁtyforpanicularusesandwithaviewto
conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout the
incorporated territory of the Town of Ridgely, Maryland.

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY e —
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3.0 DEFINITIONS

The intention of definitions of particular words and phrases is to be as specific as possible and
to avoid alternate meanings. Whenever there is a dispute over the exact meaning of a word that
might be used in this ordinance, the Planning Commission should be guided by the definition included

'~ in this ordinance, by the generally accepted meaning of the word or phrase, and by the goals and

philosophies of this ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan.

Throughout the length of this ordinance the following rules shall apply to this document:
. The words “shall” and “will” are mandatary;

2. Unless the context otherwise specifies, words used in the present tense shall include the
future, words used in the singular shall include the plural, and words in the plural number shall
include the singular; '

3. Words that might be construed to indicate gender and gender neutral and are not intended to
refer exclusively to one gender or sex over another;

4, The word “person” includes an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an incorporated
association, or any other similar entity;

5. The words “building” or “structure” includes the other and any part thereof;

6. The phrase “use for” includes “arranged for,” “designed for,” “intended for,” “maintained
for,” or “occupied for.”

7. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, where a regulation involves two or more
items, conditions, provisions, or events connected by the conjunction “and,” “or,” or
“either/or,” the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows:

a. “And” indicates that all the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall
apply;

b. “Or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events may apply
separately or in combination; |

c. “Either/or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall
apply separately but not in combination;

T T Y s PR (T Ty T oy
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8. The word “inchudes” shall not limit a term to the specified examples, but is intended to extend
its meaning to all other instances or circumstances of like kind or character; and

9. Words and terms not defined herein shall be interpreted in accordance with their normal or
most common dictionary meanmg

10.
LIST OF DEFINITIONS

Accessory Apartment:

Accessory Building:

Accessory Use:

Acre:

Apartment

Apartment Hotel

a separate complete housekeeping unit that is substantially contained
within the structure of a single-family unit or a commercial building,
but can be isolated from it.

an accessory building is a subordinate building or portion of the main
building, the use of which is clearly incidental to or customarily found
in connection with, and located on the same ot as the main building
or principal use of the land.

an accessory use is one which is clearly incidental to or customarily
found in connection with, and on the same lot as the principal use of
the premises. When “accessory” is used in the text, it shall have the
same meaning as “accessory use.”

a commonly referred to measure of area that equals 43,560 square
feet.

a narrow public thoroughfare which provides only a secondary means
of access to abutting properties and is not intended for general traffic
circulation.

a part of a building containing cooking facilities consisting of a room
or group of rooms intended, designed, and used as a residence by an
individual or a single family.

a building arranged for or containing apartments and individual guest
rooms, with or without housekeeping facilities, and which furnishes
services ordinarily provided by hotels, such as maid, bellboy, desk, and
laundry service, and may include a dining room with internal entrance

Page 3



Apartment House
Area, Gross

Automobile Filling Station

Aquaculture

Basement

Bed and Breakfast

Board

Boarding House

Breezeway

and primarily for the use of tenants of the building, but shall not
include public banquet halls, ballrooms, or meeting rooms.

same as “dwelling, multiple-family.”

all the area within a development plan or plat including area intended
for residential use, local access streets or alleys, off-street parking
spaces, recreation areas, or flood plains.

any building, structure, or area of land used for the retail sale of
automobile fuels, oils, and accessories and where repair service, if any,
is incidental. '

scientifically based method for the rearing of freshwater and marine
organisms for commercial harvest generally within an enriched,
controlled environment.

that portion of a building between the floor and ceiling that is wholly
or partly below grade and having more than one-half of its height
below grade. '

a private owner-occupied home in which bedrooms are rented to
tourists or travelers and in which breakfast is provided and included

in the room rate.

the Board of Appeals of the Town of Ridgely that is authorized to
grant special exceptions and variances, and to hear appeals from
administrative decisions as provided in this ordinance.

a building other than a hotel or apartment hotel where, for
compensation and by prearrangement for definite periods, meals, or
lodging and meals are provided for three or more persons but not
exceeding twenty persons. 4

a structure extensively open except for roof and supporting columns
which conmnect a residence and an accessory building on the same lot.

ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY ~ JUNE 1997

Page 4



Buildable Width

Building

Building, Main
Buffer Yard

Child Care Center

Child Care Home

Child Care Institution

Circulation Area

Clinic

Club, Private

ZG ()RD]NE;TO — e —

the width of that part of a lot not included within the open spaces
herein required.

any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls for the
housing or enclosure of persons or property of any kind.

any building that is not an accessory building.

that space that is located between two properties or buildings and that
is not included in the required setback or yard requirements.

this term shall have the same meaning as defined by the appropriate
laws of the State of Maryland

a home for not more than nine orphaned, abandoned, dependent,
abused, or neglected children, together with not more than two adults
who supervise such children, all of whom live together as a single
housekeeping unit.

an institutional facility housing more than nine orphaned, abandoned,
dependent, abuse, or neglected children; along with their adult
supervision.

that portion of the vehicle accommodation area used for access to
parking or loading areas or other facilities on the lot. Essentially,
driveways and other maneuvering area (other than parking aisles)
comprise the circulation area.

an office building or group of offices for one or more physicians,
surgeons, or dentists, engaged in the treatment of the sick or injured
but not including rooms for overnight patients.

buildings and facilities owned or operated by a corporation,
association, person, or persons, for social, educational or recreational
purposes, but not primarily for profit which accrues to any individual
and not primarily to render a service that is customarily carried on by

a business.

JUNE 1997
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Combination Office

Commission

Commercial

Comprehensive Plan

Convalescent Home

Convenience store

Court

Coverage

Day Care Center, Family

Density

a use consisting of a combination on one lot of two or more principal
uses. (Under some circumstances, a second principal use may be
regarded as accessory to the first, and thus a combination use is not
established. In addition, when two or more separately owned or
separately operated enterprises or individuals occupy the same lot, and
all such enterprises or uses fall within the same principal use
classification, this shall not constitute a combination use.)

the Planning Commission of the Town of Ridgely.

a type of activity where goods or services are sold or traded with the
expectation of profit or gain.

the Comprehensive Plan of Ridgely Maryland.

a building where regular nursing care is provided for more than one
(1) person not a member of the family who resides on the premises.
a retail store containing less than 2,000 square feet of gross floor area
that is designed and stocked to sell primarily food, beverages, and
other household supplies to customers who purchase only a relatively
few items (in contrast to a “supermarket™). It is designed to attract
and depends upon a large volume of stop-and-go traffic. It may sell
prepared foods and sell fuel for automobiles.

an unoccupied open space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a
building, which is bounded on two or more sides by the walls of such
building.

the percentage of the lot covered by buildings, structures, and other
impervious surfaces.

this term shall have the same meaning as defined in the appropriate
laws of the State of Maryland. 7

the number of principal dwelling units allowed per acre of gross area

of a development.

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY _ JUNE 1997
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Development

Dog Kennel, Commercial

Driveway

Duplex

Dwelling

Dwelling, Single-Family
Dwelling, Two-Family

Dwelling Unit

Earth Satellite Antenna

any construction, reconstruction, modification, extension or expansion
of buildings or structures; placement of fill; dumping; storage of
materials; land excavation; land clearing; land improvement;
subdivision of land; or any combination thereof. For purposes of this
ordinance, development shall include redevelopment and conversion
of land or structures.

any place where more than two (2) adult dogs are kept fbr a boarding
or other fee, where two (2) or more adult dogs are kept for breeding
purposes, or where more than five (5) adult dogs are kept for any
purpose.

that portion of the vehicle accommodation area that consists of a
travel land bounded on either side by an area that is not part of the
vehicle accommodation area.

a two-family residential use in which the dwelling units share a
common wall (including without limitation the wall of an attached
garage or porch) and in which each dwelling unit has living space on
the ground floor and a separate, ground-floor entrance.

any building or portion thereof, designed or used for residential
purposes, except trailers or mobile homes.

a building designed for or occupied exclusively by one family.

a building designed for or occupied exclusively by two (2) families
living independently of each other.

a room or group of rooms occupied or intended to be occupied as
separate living quarters by a single family or other group of persons
living together as a household or by a person living alone.

(also called a “satellite dish” or “dish™) a parabolic dish antenna or
other device or equipment of whatever nature or kind, induding its
structural supports, the primary use of which is to receive television,
radio, microwave, or other electronic signals from space satellites.
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Family

Farmers Market

Fence or Wall

Flood Pain

Floodway

Floor Area-Commercial

Floor Area-Residential

one or more persons occupying a single housekeeping unit and using
common cooking facilities.

a retail market selling predominantly locally produced fruits,
vegetables, crafts, and meats.

a barrier, other than natural vegetation, intended to mark a boundary
or to enclose an area to provide screening or privacy.

any lands that are susceptible to be inundated by water from the base
flood. As used in this chapter, the term refers to that area designated
as subject to flooding from the base flood (100-year flood) on the
“Flood Boundary and Floodway Map” prepared by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development or any similar
document prepared by an official agency of the United States
Government such as the Soil Conservation Office or the Army Corps
of Engineers.

the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one
foot.

the sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of a building
measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the
centerline of walls separating two (2) buildings but not including attic
space providing headroom of less than seven feet, uncovered steps or
fire escapes, accessory water towers or cooling towers, accessory off-
street parking spaces, and accessory off-street loading and unloading
areas.

the sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a
dwelling, exclusive of open porches and basements of less than seven
feet, measured for the exterior faces of the exterior walls.

JUNE 1997
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Frontage, Street

Frontage, Lot

Garage or Yard Sale

Grade, Single Street

Grade, Dual Streets

Grade, No Streets

Grade Considerations

Granny Flat

all of the property on one side of a street between two intersecting
streets (cross or terminating), measured along the line of the street, of
if the street is dead-ended, then all of the property abutting on one
side between an intersecting street and the dead-end of the street.
the distance for which the front boundary line of the lot and the street
line are coincident.

a public sale conducted by an individual or his or own premises for the
purposes of selling personal property. It shall also include a pubic sale
organized by a recognized not-for-profit organization established
under the laws of the State of Maryland and the United States

Government for the sale of donated personal property from its

members. By their nature, garage or yard sales are temporary and
occasional activities usually not held more than once per month.

for buildings having a wall or walls adjoining one street only, the
elevation of the average level of the finished surface of the ground
adjacent to the exterior walls of the building.

for buildings having a wall or walls adjoining mdre than one street, the
average elevation of the average level of the finished surface of the
ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the building.

for buildings having no wall adjoining the street, the average level of
the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the
any wall parallel to or within ten degrees of being parallel to, and not
more than twenty feet from a street line is to be considered as
adjoining the street. Sidewalk grades shall be established by the Town
of Ridgely.

living quarters that are attached to a principal residential dwelling or
a separate accessory building on a single property. The primary
purpose of a granny flat is to permit the occupants of the residential
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Guest House

Handicapped/Infirm House

Height of Building

Home Occupation

dwelling to house not more than two members of their family that
require substantial care or attention due to age and its general
conditions. This shall be considered a temporary use that may not
extend beyond the life of the occupants of the granny flat.

living quarters within a detached accessory building located on the
same premises with the main building for use by temporary guests of
the occupants of the premises, such quarters having no kitchen
facilities or separate utility meters, and not rented or otherwise used
as a separate dwelling.

a residence within a single dwelling unit for individuals that are
physicéﬂy or mentally handicapped or infirm, together with those that
are providing care or assistance to such persons, all living together as
a single housekeeping unit. Persons residing in such homes, mchuding
the aged and disabled, principally need residential care rather than
medical treatment,

the vertical distance from the grade to the highest point of the coping
of a flat roof or the deck line of a mansard roof, or the mean height
level between the eves and ridge for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs.
any occupation or activity that is clearly incidental and secondary to
the use of the premises for dwelling and which is carried on wholly
within 2 main building by a member of a family residing on the
premises in connection with there is no advertising other than an
identification sign of not more than that allowed by Town of Ridgely
Town Ordinance for such uses and buildings. There shall be no other
display or storage of materials or generation of substantial volumes of
vehicular or pedestrian traffic or parking demand or other exterior
indication of the home occupation or variation from the residential
character of the building. In connection with the home occupation,
only one person outside the resident family shall be employed and no
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Hospitals

Hostels

Hotel

equipment used which creates offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust,
odor, heat, or glare. When within the above requirements, a home
occupation includes, but is not limited to the following: art studio;
dressmaking; professional office of a physician, dentist, lawyer,
engineer, architect, accountant, consultant, salesperson, real estate
agent, insurance agent, or other similar occupation; teaching, with
musical instruction limited to one or two pupils at a time; however, a
home occupation shall not be interpreted to include tourist homes,
animal hospitals, child care centers, tea rooms, or restaurants.

a building or group of buildings, having room facilities for one or
more overnight patients, used for providing services for the impatient
médical or surgical care of sick or injured humans, and which may
include related facilities such as laboratories, outpatient department,
training facilities, central service facilities, and staff offices, providing,
however, that such related facility must be incidental and subordinate
to the main use and must be an integral part of the hospital operation.
a facility that provides overnight accommodation for not more than
fifteen people. The hostel shall be staffed at all times and no meals or
food may be provided as part of the room rate.

a building in which lodging or boarding and lodging are provided for
more than twenty (20) persons, primarily transient, and offered to the
public for compensation and in which ingress and egress to and from
all rooms is made through an inside lobby or office supervised by a
person in charge at all hours. As such, it is open to the public in
contradistinction to a boardinghouse, a lodging house, or an
apartment house which are herein separately defined. A hotel may
include restaurants, taverns, club rooms, banquet halls, ballrooms, and
meeting rooms.
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Illumination

Intermediate Care Home

Intermediate Care Institution

Junk Yard

Loading Space or Berth

Lot

direct artificial lighting or indirect artificial lighting designed to reflect
light from light sources erected for the purposes of providing light to
the sign or other structure.

a small facility that is designed to provide overnight accommodation
for not more than ten people. The facility is not necessarily owner-
occupied. There may be a restaurant or other public facility attached
or associated to the inn.

a facility maintained for the purpose of providing accommodations for
not more than seven occupants needing medical care and supervision
at a lower level than that provided in a nursing care institution but at
a higher level than that provided in institutions for the handicapped or
infirm.
an institutional facility maintained for the purpose of providing
accommodations for more than seven persons needing medical care-
and supervision at a lower level than that provided in a nursing care
institution but at a higher level than that provided in institutions for
the handicapped or infirm.

a lot, land, or structure, or part thereof, used primarily for the
collecting, storage, and sale of waste paper, rags, scrap metal, or
discarded material, equipment, vehicles, and the like or for the
collecting, dismantling, storage, and salvaging of machinery or
vehicles not in running condition and for the sale of parts thereof.

a space within the main building or on the same lot, providing for the
standing, loading or unloading of trucks, having a minimum dimension
of twelve feet by thirty-five feet and a vertical clearance of at least
twelve feet.

a parcel of land which may include one or more platted lots occupied
or intended for occupancy by a use permitted in this ordinance
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Lot, Area
Lot, Corner

Lot, Depth of

Lot, interior

Lot, Reversed Frontage
Lot, Through

Lot Width

Mobile Home or Trailer

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY

including one main building together with its accessory building; the
yard areas and parking spaces required by the ordinance and other
regulations and having its principal frontage upon a street or upon an
officially approved place. When one or more lots is used for a single
purpose with a single owner, no building or accessory structure or
building shall occupy more than one platted lot.

the total horizontal area within the lot lines of the lot.

a lot located at the intersection of two or more streets. A lot abutting
on a curved street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if
straight lines drawn from the foremost points of the side lot lines to
the foremost point of the lot meet at an interior angle of less than 135
degrees.

the mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines.

a lot other than a comer lot or a lot that has no access to a platted
street.

a lot in which the frontage is at right angles to the general pattern in
the area involved. A reversed frontage lot may also be a corner lot or
an interior lot.

an interior lot having frontage on two streets.

the distance between the side lot lines measure at the required front
yard line.

a vehicle used, or so constructed as to permit being used, as
conveyance upon the public streets and highways and constructed in
such a manner as will permit occupancy thereof for human habitation,
dwelling, or sleeping places for one or more persons, or for the
conduct of a business or profession, trade, or occupation or for selling
or advertising purposes; excluding, however, vehicles used only for
the transportation of materials, products or animals, and provided
further that this definition shall refer to and include all portable
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Mobile Home Park

Motor Vehicle Dealer

Nonconforming Lot

Nonconforming Project

Nonprofit Organization

contrivances used or intended to be used generally for living and
sleeping quarters, each of which is capable of being moved by its own
power, towed and transported by another vehicle. A trailer shall be
deemed and regarded as such even though its mobility may have been
eliminated by removal of its wheels and the substitution of rigid
supports or other stable foundation. A trailer shall not be deemed to
be an accessory building.

a lot, parcel, or tract of land which is being used, designed, or held out
to accommodate parking for one or more mobile homes for continuing
occupancy, icluding all accessory buildings, vehicles, and
appurtenances used or intended as equipment for such mobile home
park. A mobile home park does not include an automobile or sales lot
on which unoccupied mobile homes may be parked for inspection and
sale.

a building, structure, or area of land used for the storage or display for
sale of motor vehicles but not used for the storage of dismantled or
wrecked motor vehicles.

a lot existing at the effective date of this chapter (and not created for
the purposes of evading the restrictions of this chapter) that does not
meet the minimum area requirement of the district in which the lot is
located.

any structure, developmem; or undertaking that is incomplete at the
effective date of this ordinance and would be inconsistent with any
regulation applicable to the district in which it is located if completed
as proposed or planned.

any organization engaging primarily in civic or community services
including Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimists, and organizations of a
similar nature which are not operated for profit.

e ; Y w— N ———
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Nursing Homes

Owner

Parking Space, Off-Street

Parking Area Aisles

Place of Worship

Planning Distri

Premises
Public Utilities

a place devoted primarily to the maintenance and operation of
facilities for the treatment and care of any persons suffering from
illnesses, diseases, deformities, or injuries who do not require
extensive or intensive care such as is normally provided in a general
or other specialized hospital; mcludes rest homes, convalescent
homes, and homes for the aged.r A nursing home does provide
medical, nursing, convalescent, or chronic care in addition to room
and board.
the person, partnership, corporation, company, or other legal entity
holding current legal title to a lot, tract, or parcel of land.
anaﬂ-wwthersmfacear&anotinasu'éetoraﬂeyandhaving an area
of not less than 180 square feet, exclusive of driveways, permanently
reserved for temporary storage of one automobile and connected with
a street or alley by an all-weather surfaced driveway that affords
satisfactory ingress and egress for automobiles.
a portion of the vehicle accommodation area consisting of lanes
providing access to parking spaces.
a building or premises where persons regularly assemble for religious
worship, and those accessory activities customarily associated
therewith; and where the buildings and premises are maintained and
controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship.
these districts have been established by the Comprehensive Plan for
the Town of Ridgely. They identify individual areas that posses
common design and development patterns. They are not zoning
districts but they do govern the pattern of future development within
each district.
a lot, together with all buildings and structures thereon.

Uses or structures for the public purpose of power

transmission and distribution (but not power generation);
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Residence, Multi-Family

natural gas transmission and distribution (but not manufacture

or storage); water treatment and distribution; sewage

collection and treatment; telephone service facilities; radio and

television facilities (not including broadcasting studios); and

rail or road rights-of-way (not including stations or terminals).
a residential use consisting of a building containing three or more
dwelling units. For purposes of this definition, a building includes all
dwelling units that are enclosed within that building or attached to it
by a common floor or wall (even the wall of an attached garage or
porch) (e.g., townhouses and apartments).

Residence, Multi-Family Conversion a multi-family residence containing not more than four

dwelling units and results from the conversion of a single building that
was in existence on the effective date of this provision and that was
originally designed, constructed and occupied as a single-family

residence.

Residence, Two-Family Conversion a two-family residence resulting from the conversion of a

Restaurant

Right-of-Way

Rooming House

single building that was in existence on the effective date of this
provision and that was originally designed, constructed and occupied
as a single-family residence.

an establishment where food or drink are prepared, served, and
consumed primarily within the principal building. When food or drink
are prepared for delivery or for off-premise consumption, that food or
drink shall be prepared and provided within the principal building.

a strip of land designated for the use of a road, highway, driveway,
alley or walkway, or for any drainage or public utility purpose or other
similar uses.

same as a boarding house.
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Setback

Sign

Sign Area

Sign Arch

the minimum required distance between the point where any structure
or use on a lot meets the ground surface and any lot line or boundary
of a town, county, or state right-of-way.

a sign is any structure or part thereof, or any device attached to,
painted on, or represented on a building, fence, or other structure,
upon which is displayed or included any letter, work, model, banner,
flag, pennant, insignia, decoration, device, or representation used as,
or which is in the nature of an announcement, direction,
advertisement, or other attention-directing device. A sign shall not
includeasimilarstrucun*eordevicelocatedwithinabuﬂdiag except
illuminated boards, but does not include the flag, permant, or insignia
of any nation or association of nations, or of any state, city, or other
political unit, of any political, charitable, educational, philanthropic,
civic, or like campaign, drive, movement, or event.

that area enclosed by the periphery connecting the extreme points or
edges of a sign. The area shall be determined using the largest sign
area or silhouette visible at any one time from any one point. This
area does not include the main supporting sign structure, but all
other ornamental attachments; inner connecting lines, etc. which are
not part of the main supports of the sign are to be included in
determining sign area. On a two-sided sign, only one face is counted
in computing the sign's area provided the faces are located not more
than one foot from each other.

that arch within a line including the outer extremities of all letters,
figures, characters, and delineations or within a line including the
outer extremities of all letters, figures, characters and whichever line
includes the larger area. The support for the sign background,
whether it be columns, a pylon, or a building or part thereof, shall not
be included in the sign area.
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Sign, Flashing

Site Plan

Special Events

Special Exception

Story

Story, Half

any illuminated sign on which the artificial or reflected light is not
maintained stationary and constant in intensity and color at all times
when in use. Any revolving illuminated sign shall be considered a
flashing sign.

a drawing or plat that describes and locates improvements and
features of a development tract or any plot of land.
circuses, fairs, carnivals, festivals, or other types of special events that
run for longer than one day but not longer than two weeks, are
intended to or likely to attract substantial crowds, and are unlike the
customary or usual activities generally associated with the property
where the special event is to be located.

permission by the Board of Appeals to establish a specific use that
would not be appropriate generally or without restriction throughout
a zoning district but which if controlled as to number, area, location,
or relation to the neighborhood, would comply with the purpose and
intent of this ordinance. Such uses may be approved within a zoning
district if specific provision for such a special exception is made in this
ordinance.

that portion of a building other than a basement, included between the
surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above it or if
there be no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the
ceiling next above it.

a space under a sloping roof at the top of the building, the floor of
which is not more than two feet below the plate, shall be counted as
a half-story when not more than sixty-percent of said floor area is
used for rooms, baths, or toilets. A half-story containing an
independent apartment or living quarters shall be counted as a full
story.
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Street

Street, Arterial

Street, Collector

Street, Cul-de-Sac
Street, Local

Street, Line

Street, Marginal Access

Street, Minor

ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY

a public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to
property abutting thereon.
a major street in the town's street system that serves as an avenue for
the circulation of traffic onto, out, or around the town and that carries
high volumes of traffic.
a street whose principal function is to carry traffic between minor,
local, and subcollector streets and arterial streets but that may also
provide direct access to abutting properties. It serves or is designed
to serve, directly or indirectly, more than 100 dwelling units and is
designed to be used or is used to carry more than 800 trips per day.

a street that terminates in a vehicular turnaround.

a street whose sole function is to provide access to abutting
properties. It serves or is designed to serve at least 10 but not more
than 25 dwelling units and is expected to or does handle between 75
and 200 trips per day. '

a dividing line between a lot, trace, or parcel of land and a contiguous
street.

a street that is parallel to and adjacent to an arterial street and that is
designed to provide access to abutting properties so that these
properties are somewhat sheltered from the effects of the through
traffic on the arterial street and so that the flow of traffic on the
arterial street is not impeded by direct driveway access from a large
number of abutting properties.

a street whose sole function is to provide access to abutting
properties. It serves or is designed to serve not more than nine
dwelling units and is expected to or does handle up to 75 trips per
day.

B 1997
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Street, Subcollector

Structure

Structural Alteration

Subdivision, Major

Subdivision, Minor

Tavern

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDG o

a street whose principal function is to provide access to abutting
properties but is also designed to be used or is used to connect minor
and local streets with collector or arterial streets. Including residences
indirectly served through connecting streets, it serves or is designed
to serve at least 26 but not more than 100 dwelling units and is
expected to or does handle between 200 and 800 trips per day.
anything, including fences or retaining walls, constructed or erected
which requires location on the ground or attached to something
having a location on the ground, including but not limited to
advertising signs, billboards, mobile homes, and prefabricated homes.
Prefabricated homes include factory pre assembly of standardized
building parts, or the shipment of component building sections for
permanent installation on a Site. Prefabricated homes do not include
mobile homes in which mobility, or the ready means of reactivating
mobility, remains an integral feature of the trailer.

any change in the supporting members of a building, including but not
limited to bearing walls or partitions, columns, beams, girders, or any
substantial change in the roof or in the exterior walls.

any division of an existing parcel or lot of land that results in the
creation of four or more lots or parcels of land. The original parcel
shall be considered as one of the lots created by the subdivision
process.

any division of an existing parcel or lot of land that results in the
creation of three or less lots or parcels of land. The original parcel
shall be considered as one of the lots created by the subdivision

process.
an establishment used primarily for the serving of liquor by the drink
to the general public, and where food or packaged liquors may be
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served or sold only as an accessory to the primary use. Also called a
bar or lounge.

Temporary Emergency ; Construction or Repair Residence  a residence (which may be a mobile

Tourist Court, Auto Court
Tourist Home

Town House

Use

home) that is located on the same lot as a residence made
uninhabitable by fire, flood, or other natural disaster and occupied by
the persons displaced by such disaster. These residences shall be
removed from the Site within one month of resolution of the situation
which prompted their need.

same as “motel.”

a private, owner-occupied home in which bedrooms are rented to
tourists or travelers for short-term stays.

a single-family dwelling forming one of a series of three or more
attached single-family dwellings separated from one another by party
walls without doors, windows, or other provisions for human passage
or visibility through such walls from basement to roof, and having
roofs which may extend from one such dwelling unit to another. Town
houses have front and rear yards.

the purpose or activity for which land r any building thereon is
designed, arranged or intended, of for which it is occupied or
maintained.

Utility Facilities, Community or Regional  all utility facilities other than neighborhood facilities.
Utility Facilities, Neighborhood utility facilities that are designed to serve the immediately

surrounding neighborhood and that must, for reasons associated with
the purpose of the utility in question, be located in or near the
neighborhood where such facilities are proposed to be located.

Variance a modification only of density, bulk, or area requirements in the
Ridgely Zoning Ordinance where such modifications will not be
contrary to the public interest and where owing to conditions peculiar
to the property, and not the results of any action taken by the
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Warehouse

Wholesaling

Yard

Yard, Front

Yard, Rear

Yard, Side

Zoning Administrator

Zoning Permit

applicant, a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in
unnecessary hardship.

a structure used for the storage and/or the sale of products at
wholesale, and where the sale of a product at retail is incidental,

the selling of goods in relatively large quantities and usually at lower
prices than at retail, especially such selling to retailers for resale to
consumers.

an open space other than a court, on a lot unoccupied and
unobstructed from the ground upward except as otherwise provided
for in this Ordinance.

a yard extending across the front of a lot between the side lot lines and
being the minimum horizontal distance between the street line and the
main building or any projection thereof, other than the terraces, or
uncovered porches. On corner lots, the front yard shall be considered
as parallel to the street upon which the lot has its least dimension.

a yard extending across the rear of the Iot between the side Iot lines
and measured between the rear lot line and the rear of the main
building or any projection other than steps, unenclosed porches or
entrance-ways.

a yard between the main building and the side line of the lot and
extending from the front yard to the rear yard and being the minimum
horizontal distance between the side lot line and the side of the main
buildings or any projection thereof.

the zoning administrative officer or an authorized representative
designated by the Town Commissioners to carry out duties as
specified in this ordinance. :

a written statement issued by the Zoning Administrator authoring
buildings, structures, or uses consistent with the terms of this
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4.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS

The Town of Ridgely is divided into two types of districts; Planning Districts and Zoning
Districts. These have some overlapping functions but the Planning Districts are meant to provide an
overall vision for development and growth within the area. The Zoning Districts implement the
visions of the Planning Districts as described in the Comprehensive Plan.

The permitted used for each zoning district are developed and listed in separate sections
assigned to each zoning district. The basic height, area, and bulk regulations, parking, loading, and
unloading area regulations that apply to each zoning district are contained in this document under:

15.0  Supplemental Use Regulations;
16.0  Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations; and
17.0 Parking, Loading, and Unloading Regulations.

Additional regulations that might pertain to development and land-use may be found in
sections that pertain to other regulations. These might include:

14.0  Floating and Overlay Districts;
18.0  Signs; and
19.0 Nonconforming Uses.

Within each of the above sections, there are charts, tables, or narrative descriptions that will
govern development in each of the districts in a uniform manner. These regulations, where found in
this document, are to be considered as part of the zoning and planning district regulations of this
ordmance. All decisions on the issuance of building permits, certificates of occupancy, subdivision
requests, and other land-use and building activities are to be made on the basis of the complete
document and other regulations and ordinances in the Town of Ridgely and not on the basis of a
reading on only one section or part of a section in this document.

4.1  Planning Districts Established

ORDINANCE; OF RIDGELY
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For planning purposes, the Town of Ridgely has been divided into nine planning districts.
These are administrative areas that will enable the Planning Commission and the Town Commission
to develop zoning ordinances and other building regulations and encouragements to properly manage
growth within each area. It is expected that each planning district will contain similar building types
and functions. However, there will be some variation in uses within each planning district. Also, the
zoning classifications for each planning district might be similar but the management of the planning
districts will be consistent to each.

The planning districts are:

Village Planning District;

Central Business Planning District;

Northeast Planning District;

North Planning District;

Sunrise Avenue Planning District;

Cow Barn Road Planning District;

South Planning District;

Sunset Boulevard Industrial Planning District; and
Sunset Boulevard Residential Planning District.

4.2  Zoning Districts Established

To regulate and restrict the location of trades, industries, and the location of buildings erected
or altered for specific uses, to regulate and limit the height and bulk of buikiings hereafter erected or
structurally aitered, to regulate and limit population density and the intensity of the use of lot areas
and to regulate and determine the areas of yards, courts, and other open spaces within and
surrounding such buildings, the Town of Ridgely is hereby divided into the following zoning districts:

R-1 Single-Family Residential District;
R-2 Mixed Residential District;
R-3  Single-Family Residential/Agricultural District;

.1
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C-1  General Commercial District;
C-2  Central Business District;
C-3 Highway Commercial District;
I-1  Light Industrial District; and
[-2  General Industrial District.

Additionally, there shall be the following floating districts that may be established by the
Planning Commission, with the approval of the Town Commission:
Revitalization District; and
Historic District.

In addition, the Planning Commission, with the approval of the Town Commission may
establish additional floating zones as may be required to provide for uses that may arise in the future.
As part of the creation of those additional floating zones, the Planning Commission shall create
regulalionsthatwillgovemtheuseandﬁxmtbnofbuﬂdh:gsandpmpertyandlandwithhthose
floating districts that are compatible with the visions and direction of the Comprehensive Plan and
thatwewmiﬁemwkhtheeﬁsﬁngusesmﬂﬁmtbmofbuﬂdhgandpmperwmmmmemwly
created floating zones. All those regulations and conditions established for newly created floating
zones shall be approved by the Town Commission.

4.3  Planning District and Zoning District Map Established

The above listed planning districts and zoning districts shall be shown on maps designated
as the “Planning District Map of the Town of Ridgely, Maryland” and as the “Zoning District Map
of the Town of Ridgely, Maryland.” These maps shall be dated and signed by the Town
Commissioners and attested by the Town Clerk upon adoption of those maps and this document.
These maps, and all notations, dimensions, reference, and symbols shown thereon, pertaining to all
districts shall be as much of this ordinance and document as if fully described herein and shall be filed
as part of this ordinance and document in the office of the Town Clerk, and any later alterations of

_
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these maps adopted by amendment as provide in this ordinance shall be similarly dated, filed,
promptly noted on the maps, and made available for public reference.

4.4  Interpretation of Planning and Zoning District Boundaries

A district name or letter or letter-numbered combination shown on either the Planning District
or Zoning District map indicates that the regulations pertaining to the district designated by that name
or letter, or letter-number combination extend throughout the whole area in the municipality and
environs bounded by the district boundary lines within which such name, letter, or letter-number
combination is shown or indicated, either within the bounds or as part of the legend of the respective
map, except as otherwise provided by this section.

Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the various districts as shown the
various maps accompanying and made a part of the ordinance, the following rules shall apply:

1. In cases where a boundary line is given a position within a street or alley, navigable or non-
navigable stream, it shall be deemed to be in the center of the street, alley, or stream, and if
the actual location of such street, alley, or stream varies slightly from the location as shown
on the Planning District or Zoning District maps, then the actual location shall control;

2. In cases where a boundary line is shown as being located a specific distance from a street line
or other physical feature, this distance shall control; '

3. In cases where a boundary line is shown adjoining or coincident with a railroad, it shall be
deemed to be in the center of the railroad right-of-way. Distances shown are as measured
from the center of the designated track.

4. Where the district boundaries are not otherwise indicated and where the property has been,
or may hereafier be, divided into blocks and lots, the district boundaries shall be construed
to be the lot lines, and where the districts designated on the maps accompanying and made
a part of this ordinance are bounded approximately by lot lines, said lot lines shall be
construed to be the boundary of such districts unless said ordinances are otherwise indicated
on the map or by ordinance; and

B . —————
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4.5

In unsubdivided property, unless otherwise indicated, the district boundary line on the maps
accompanying and made a part of this ordinance shall be determined by the use of the scale
contained on the map or by reference to natural features such as streets or streams or by
extensions of known lot lines and property boundaries.

Except as Hereinafter Provided

The following rules and guidance shall apply:

No land may be used except for a purpose permitted in the district in which it is located;
No building or structure shall be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, moved, or
structurally altered, nor shall any building or structure or part thereof be used, except for a
use permitted in the district in which the building is located; -

No building or structure or sign shall be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or
structurally altered to exceed the height limit herein established for the district in which the
building or structure or sign is located;

No building or structure shall be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or structurally
altered except in conformity with the regulations of the district in which the building is
located;

No building or structure shail be erected, enlarged, or structurally altered except in conformity
with the parking and loading regulations of the district in which the building or structure is
located;

The minimum yards, parking space, open space, including lot area per family, required by this
ordinance for each and every building or structure existing at the time of the passage of this
ordinance, for any building or structure hereafter erected, shall not be encroached upon or
considered as required yard of open space for any other building or structure, nor shall any
lot area be reduced below the requirements of this ordinance;
Emhﬂdhgorstmdmehemﬁeraeﬁedors&uﬂmﬂlyaheredshaﬂbebc&edonabt
as herein defined and, except as hereinafter provided, in no case shall there be more than one
main building or structure on one lot; and

M
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8. No accessory building or structure shall be constructed upon a lot until the construction of

the main building has been actually commenced. No accessory building or structure shall be
used unless the main building or structure on the lot is also being used. No cellar or basement
shaﬂbeumdasadweﬂingwpﬁortotheissuanceofanoccupancypermitfortheenﬁre

building or structure.

_
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5.0 PLANNING DISTRICTS

The Planning Districts are laid over the zoning districts and are intended to help guide
development with each of the zoning districts that fall in the planning districts. They are also intended
and designed to guide development within the Town of Ridgely to ensure orderly growth and
development that are consistent with the visions of the Comprehensive Plan.

5.1 Village Planning District

The Village Planning District comprises the majority of the developed area of Ridgely. This
district also includes within it the Central Business District Planning District and Zoning District; but
it is primarily a residential area. The Village Planning District extends from Route 480 north to
Liberty Street and from Sunset Boulevard to Sunrise Avenue. The entire central business district is
included in the Village Planning District. The residential buildings are mostly older, frame buildings
that predate 1940. Originally constructed as single-family homes, a significant number have been
converted to multi-family housing. The larger homes along Central Avenue were among the first
divided into apartments but muiti-family dwellings can be found throughout the planning district.
There is very little open space within this planning district. There are, however, a number of small
empty lots that could be used for new construction although most are the original fifty-foot wide lots
that were used when Ridgely was first laid out in the nineteenth century. For the most part, those
older lots are not attractive building lots for houses in the modern traditions of wide and shallow
single-family homes. The lots were laid out with the intent of having narrow and deep homes
constructed on them. Of necessity, then, new construction within this planning district will be similar
to the older architecture of the homes already in place.

Because of the design restrictions necessitated by the narrow lots, zoning regulations within
this planning district will encourage the continuance of the existing building patterns for two reasons.
The first is that new construction shall match the scale, massing, and street rhythm of the existing
architecture. The second is that the enforcement of modern setbacks and yard requirements

, ,
ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY JUNE 1997
Page 30



v

RIS |
LB61 opaog [ag T e l;

i .
S T
<

uojssjuuwio) Jupuue(g A[adpry :,,,.iw, ™ y 5 I T l~
£198p1y Jo BlaUOESIWIWIO)) i :

L6681 HDYUYK y A _

LIIILSIA DNINNVId
HIOVITIA ATADAIY

UNVTAYVI
ATaOdIY

e~ e




can often make it difficult, if not impossible, for buildings to be replaced after a major loss such as
fire or storm damage.

An additional consideration within this planning district is the preservation and retention of
the existing single-family homes and those that have been converted into multi-family dwellings. As
much as possible, the Town of Ridgely shall discourage additional single-family home conversions
and shall encourage the conversion of the existing apartment units back to single-family use. This is
designed, however, to encourage single-family occupancy and not to discourage their use as single-
family rental units. The community recognizes that a well-maintained and adequate supply of rental
housing is an important asset that allows a diverse population to live within Ridgely.

The Town of Ridgely shall also make it easier to convert existing single-family homes, and
multi-family housing, to home-office use and to make it easier for property owners to adapt their
homes for use by related members of their family that require care. By the same token, provisions
shall be made for accessory apartments or “granny flats” for use by family members. However, such
accessory uses shall have a limited life and not be used as a means of increasing the population density
within this area by using former “granny flats” for rental housing for non family members. At the
same time, Ridgely shall make the conversion of single-family homes into owner-occupied “bed and
breakfast” accommodations easier and economically viable. At the present time there are no
overnight hotel/motel beds available in Caroline County; and very few “bed and breakfast” inns.
Given that there might be some demand for such uses, Ridgely shall develop regulations that direct
the development of “bed and breakfast” accommodations to the Village Planning District or to the
Central Business Planning District.

5.2  Central Business Planning District

The Central Business Planning District is that part of Ridgely along Central Avenue from near
Second Street northward to Qak Street. It also extends along Railroad Avenue and Bell Street to
Maryland Avenue. The district also includes the first block of south Maryland Avenue. Located
within the Village Planning District, it is a separate planning area designed to encourage commercial,
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service, and professional use for the benefit of Ridgely residents and those who live outside the town
limits but that might want to use the stores and services found there.

Parking is always a prime consideration within commercial areas. Currently, on-street parking
is the primary method used within the Ridgely commercial area, When the existing commercial
properties were constructed, off-street parking was not a requirement or a necessity because of the
smaller number of automobiles in private hands. However, it is a pressing concern in most
communities and it will be in Ridgely in years to come. Currently only a few businesses have the
room to provide off-street parking. As commercial development continues within this planning
district,evmyeﬁoﬁﬁnnbenademmvﬂeforanﬁxofommeaandoﬂlmm. However,
the Town of Ridgely shall not encourage the removal of buildings for the creation of off-street
parking. Rather, creative solutions shall be sought through the use of flexible zoning regulations that
encourage the use of on-street parking for customers and rear lot, off-street parking for owners and
employees. Because many of the existing lots within this planning district are very deep and the
buildings tend to be closer to the street, there is usually ample room for off-street parking at the rear
of the lots that are accessible through the well-developed alley system that exists in Ridgely.

5.3  Northeast Planning District

The Northeast Planning District is located east of North Central Avenue and north of the
Railroad line. Primarily a mixture of agricultural space, residential space, and government services.
The government service function is that land used by the Ridgely Elementary School operated by
Caroline County.

Commercial use shall be discouraged within this planning district. Instead, this area shall be
allowed to continue in its present mixed use of agricultural and residential activities and for the
expansion of the Ridgely Elementary School and it’s outdoor and associated activities. The open land
that is located in this planning district is primarily and currently used for crop production. If this

w
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particular use shall ever change and the land is placed into housing units, great care shall be exercised
in that conversion. In particular, e:dsﬁngolderbuildingssbaﬂbemta@dduﬁngtbgsubdivisinn
process and provided with sufficient acreage as a housing lot that there will be a sufficient buffer
between the existing housing and new construction.

Because of existing development patterns, it will most likely be difficult for cluster-type
development to occur in this planning district. Accordingly, it is recommended that this area be used
for single-family housing and that a minimum of 10,000 square feet be required for each lot created
from larger existing parcels. Furthermore, because this planning district is not immediately adjacent
to the Village of Ridgely and the historic core of the commumity, there shall not be a requirement that
the alley system be continued into this planning district. However, great care shall be exercised in the
design of road systems and in plantings to ensure that there is a compatible design philosophy used
in the creation of new housing in this area.

5.4  North Planning District

The North Planning District is mostly open agricultural space. The district is located between
Cow Barn Road and Route 312 (North Central Avenue) and between the northern bounds of Ridgely
and Liberty Street. At the present time, there is a small development in the southeast corner. Known
locally as Foster’s Homes, the streets there do flow from those located in the Village Core of Ridgely.
This area shall be encouraged to remain in agricultural use. However, if the property owners wish
to develop the land, the next best use for this area is for single-family residential buildings. Because
the planning district is located next to the Village Planning District and because the original street
pattern is being extended into this area, the basic Ridgely street grid pattern and its alley system shall
be extended into this area as development occurs. Strip development along either Cow Barn Road
or North Central Avenue is not encouraged.

Lot size is a significant determinant of the type of residential development that will occur in
any given area. In the older sections of Ridgely, most lots are fifty-feet wide and one hundred and
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eighty-feet deep. This produced homes that tended to be narrow and very long to the rear. Modern
residential buildings tend to be designed to be wide and shallow. Accordingly, in this planning
district, a more appropriate lot size is one that tends to produce lots that will accommodate wider
homes and allow for reasonable front and rear yards. Therefore, the minimum residential lot size in
this planning district will be 15,000 square feet of space. Furthermore, individual lots shall be at least
one hundred-feet wide.

5.5  Sunrise Avenue Planning District

The Sunrise Avenue Planning District is that area east of Sunrise Avenue. It extends to the
railroad line on the north and to Route 480 on the south side of the district. This area is intended to
be a direct extension of the Village Planning District and a residential area that has the same pattern
of streets and alleys as does the Village Planning District. Commercial development can be permitted
in the portion of this planning district that is located along Route 480 (East Sixth Street). However,
that commercial development shall not be out of scale with the requirements of the residents of
Ridgely and this area of northern Caroline County.

Residential development in this section of Ridgely shall be encouraged for single-family
housing. That development might be for either freestanding homes or for one of a variety of cluster,
single-family developments. As a guide for development, the minimum lot size in this area of Ridgely
shall be at least 7,500 square feet and each lot shall be at least seventy-feet wide. If cluster forms of
development are used, the total development shall equal the minimum lot size of 7,500 square feet
multiplied by the number of dwelling units proposed for the development. The open space that is
created by the use of cluster development shall be used for open space and for passive recreational
uses. A small portion of the open space could be devoted to developed recreational uses that do not
require anything more elaborate than accessory storage buildings and operational buildings. Cluster
development shall not occupy more that 30% of the currently available land in this planning district.
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5.6 Cow Barm Road Planning District

The Cow Barn Road Planning District is in the north west corner of Ridgely and west of Cow
Barn Road. Its southern boundary is the industrial area along Bell Road. Much of this land is owned
by the Town of Ridgely and used as part of the spray fields for its sewage treatment system. Because
this area is not directly tied to the core Ridgely Village, this land can be used for a variety of
agricultural, residential, and recreational uses. There is no direct encouragement to convert this
agricultural land into residential uses. If residential development does occur, both cluster and
traditional single-family housing are appropriate uses. In addition, because this area is not directly
tied into the existing street pattern, there is no requirement to develop a grid system or an alley
system as part of residential development in this area. However, strip development along Cow Barn
Road is not encouraged. '

This section can support other uses in addition to residential except that those uses will not
have a principally commercial or industrial use. For example, the extensive acreage of this section
could support some form of recreational use tied to a commercial venture such as a golf course or
resort development. It could also be used by the Town of Ridgely, Caroline County, or some other
type of public organization for recreational or cultural activities that would benefit the community.

Residential development that does occur in this planning district shall be required to a high
standard of design; both architecturally and in development design. An appropriate minimum ot size
for this area shall be 20,000 square feet of space. If a cluster development is proposed for some or
all of the land in this section of Ridgely, the minimum required for that development will be 20,000
square feet of space multiplied by the number of dwelling units proposed for the development. Ifa
mix of residential and commercial use is proposed, such as a golf-course and residential community,
the open space requirement may be adjusted to accommodate such a use if the Planning Commission
and the Town Commissioners agree that the proposed use is valid and appropriate for Ridgely.
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5.7  South Planning District

The South Planning District is the area south of Route 480. Currently, this area includes a
mix of residential dwellings located in commercial and industrially-zoned areas, some light industrial
buildings, and a few commercial operations. There is little buildable space left in this district. The
mistake in the zoning of the residential communities within the industrial and commercial zone shall
be corrected. Additional development in this section shall be consistent with existing uses and design
characteristics. Residential buildings that are erected on newly-platted lots shall contain at least 7,500
square feet of land. Any new development of residential buildings shall be done as single-family
homes, town homes, multifamily dwellings, or as cluster development. Whenever cluster
development is proposed in this planning district, the minimum required for development shall be
7,5000 square feet multiplied by the number of dwelling units proposed for the land. Cluster
development shall be for single-family housing and it shall occupy no more than 30% of the currently
available land in this planning district.

Any new oonmaeréial or industrial activity proposed and allowed within this planning district
shall be consistent in use and scale with the existing development and appropriate for the people of
Ridgely and others who live in northern Caroline County.
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5.8  Sunset Boulevard Industrial Planning Distriet

The Sunset Boulevard Industrial Planning District is that area located west of Sunset
Boulevard and extending to and including Bell Street. It includes the industrial area along Bell Street
and along Sunset Boulevard and extends to the town boundaries on the west and south. This mixed
use area can be developed for a number of purposes. Principally suited for either industrial or
intensive commercial activity, this area is an important growth area for Ridgely. The existing
industrial operations provide needed employment for Ridgely residents and revenue for the Town.
This area also has the potential to provide some services to the community. One of those services
is a proposed fire station and community facility. Both of those uses shall be encouraged. However,
the Town shall have sufficient flexibility to accommodate intensive commercial or industrial uses
within this plarming district. If a mixed use shall continue in this area, adequate buffer areas must be
created to separate each use and to ensure that one use does not hamper the development of other

If commercial or industrial uses are proposed for the vacant land in this area, a careful analysis
of minimum lot size and setbacks shall be considered by the Planning Commission and by the Town
Commissioners. The analysis should be flexible so as to allow the best use for the property and so
that the future enjoyment of the property by the owners and by Ridgely residents is not harmed.
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5.9  Sunset Boulevard Residential Planning District

The Sunset Boulevard Residential Planning District is a small area located along Route 480,
west of Sunset Boulevard and extending northward to the industrial section of this part of Ridgely.
At the present time this area contains some muiti-family housing and some open space. This area of
Ridgely along Route 480 would continue to make an ideal location for multi-family housing. Because
of the manner in which the present town boundaries are drawn, the only access to this planning
district is from Sunset Boulevard as Route 480 leaves the municipal limit at Sunset Boulevard.

Residential construction shail be held to a minimum lot size of 7,500 square feet. Because
this area is separated by Sunset Boulevard from the rest of the core village of Ridgely, there is not
a requirement that the street patterns and alley system be continued within this planning district. If
multi-family or cluster development is proposed for this area, the minimum lot size may be reduced
to 7,500 square feet multiplied by the number of units proposed within the development. The land
that is not used for housing as a result of that cluster development shall be devoted to either active
or passive recreational use. Every effort shall be made to provide for open space and for recreational
uses within any new developments proposed for this planning district. Cluster or multi-family housing
may occupy no more than 50% of the currently available land in this planning district.
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6.0 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-1)
Most of the Town of Ridgely consists of various single-family residential districts. Some are
located in the older sections of Ridgely; some are located in relatively newer sections of Ridgely.

6.1  Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this district is to provide for single-family residential development on lots with
a minimum size of 7,500 square feet. This district will also provide such public buildings, schools,
churches, public recreational facilitics and accessory uses, as may be necessary or are normally
compatible with residential development and surroundings.

6.2  Permitted Uses
The following uses are permitted within the single-family residential district in Ridgely

1. Single-family dwellings, detached;

2. Farms and agricultural tillage, provided that no poultry or livestock, except pets, are housed
or confined within two hundred feet of the boundary of the property;

3. Churches and parish halls, temples, convents, rectories, and monasteries, provided that
churches or temples erected after the date of the passage of this ordinance shall have their
principal means of access from a major thoroughfare or collector street and shall be located
on a lot of at least 15,000 square feet in area;

4. Colleges and schools, public or private, having a curriculum and conditions under which
teaching is conducted that is equivalent to a public school or to institutions of higher learning;
and

5. Temporary emergency, construction, or repair residences as defined in this ordinance.

6.3  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures

The following permitted accessory uses and structures are allowed in the single-family
residential district:
1. Home occupations as defined in this ordinance;

I Ao ————— e
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Accessory buildings and uses including, but not limited to accessory private garages for not
more than three automobiles, granny flats, guest houses, swimming pools, home barbecue
grills, accessory storage, and accessory off-street parking and loading spaces;

Temporary buildings, the uses of which are incidental to construction operations or the sale
of lots during development being conducted on the same or adjoining tract or subdivision and
which shall be removed upon completion or abandonment of such construction, or upon the
expiration of a period of two years from the time of erection of such temporary buildings,
whichever is the sooner; and

Other accessory uses and structures clearly incidental and customary to and associated with

the permitted uses.

Permitted Uses Requiring Approval from the Planning Commission
There are certain permitted uses that might impose a burden on the comnmnity and that

requires review and consideration by the Planning Commission. In allowing the following permitted
uses, thethmgConmissionmymakeceﬂginrequﬁememwhpemkwdm.
Among those conditions are setbacks and buffer zones, parking requirements, hours of operation, and
staffing, The Planning Commission is not obligated to impose special conditions but it must seek the
views of the affected commumity to ensure that the overall character of the neighborhood remains as
developed.

N

Those permitted uses that require approval from the Planning Commission are:
Day Care Centers;

Family Day Care Centers;

Group Homes;

Bed and Breakfast Establishments;

Inns; and

Private and Public, profit or non-profit golf courses.

S S SR
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6.5

Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals
Because of the nature of their activities, certain uses require approval by the Board of

Appeals. In granting approval for these certain uses, the Board of Appeals may impose conditions
on the use and the owners that protect the peace and harmony of the neighborhood and that respect
the rights of the neighborhood to maintain the character and elements of their neighborhood. The

following uses require approval by the Board of Appeals:

L.
2.

N, W

6.6

Nonprofit or municipal libraries or museums and art galleries;

Public utility installations for sewer, water, gas, electric, and telephone mains and incidental
appurtenances unless those public utility instailations are being installed by the Town of
Ridgely either by its own crews or by directly hired contractors;

Public parks and playgrounds, and nonprofit, m&gowmmitaipubﬁcrecreaﬁonfacﬂhics;
Cemeteries;

Elderly housing developments;

One accessory apartment, as defined in this ordinance, per single-family house; and

Rest homes, nursing homes, funeral homes, medical offices, and other minor institutions for
human care and the treatment of noncontagious diseases. Single-family attached and multi-
family dwelling units to house the elderly when associated with the nursing home or other
institution. These uses may be approved provided the lot area is considered appropriate to
the scale of the facility.

Additional Regulations
There are additional regulations that apply to all activities in the single-family residential

zoning district. Among other places these can be found in the following sections:

S G

Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;
Section 18.0/Signs; and

Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.

W
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7.0 MIXED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-2)
This district is intended to provide for a higher density of development and for more mixed
uses than the single-family residential districts.

7.1  Purpose and Intent
The purpose of this district is to provide areas to accommodate a mix of single-family, two-
family, and multi-family residences.

7.2  Permitted Uses

The following uses are permitted in this district:
. Single-family dwellings, detached;

2. Farms and agricultural tillage, provided that no poultry or livestock, except pets, are housed
or confined within two hundred feet of the boundary of the property;

3. Churches and parish halls, temples, convents, rectories, and monasteries, provided that
churches or temples erected after the date of the passage of this ordinance shall have their
prim:ipalmnsofaccmsﬁ‘omarhajorthomughﬁre or collector street and shall be located
on a lot of at least 15,000 square feet in area;

4. Colleges and schools, public or private, having a curriculum and conditions under which

teaching is conducted that is equivalent to a public school or to institutions of higher learning;

Temporary emergency, construction, or repair residences as defined in this ordinance;

Two-family dwellings (including duplexes);

Multi-family residences (including apartments);

Attached and semi-attached single-family residences (including townhouses); and

Elderly housing developments.

e ® N W

73  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures
The following accessory uses and structures are permitted in this zoning district:
1. Home occupations as defined in this ordinance;

o e e  erd
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Accessory buildings and uses including, but not limited to accessory private garages for not
more than three automobiles, granny flats, guest houses, swimming pools, home barbecue
grills, accessory storage, and accessory off-street parking and loading spaces;

Temporary buildings, the uses of which are incidental to construction operations or the sale
of lots during development being conducted on the same or adjoining tract or subdivision and
which shall be removed upon completion or abandonment of such construction, or upon the
expiration of a period of two years from the time of erection of such temporarybuﬂdmgs,
whichever is the sooner; and

Other accessory uses and structures clearly incidental and customary to and associated with
the permitted uses.

Permitted Uses Requiring Approval from the Planning Commission
There are certain permitted uses that might impose a burden on the community and that

requires review and consideration by the Planning Commission. In allowing the following permitted
uses, the Planning Commission may make certain requirements mandatory to each permitted use.
Among those conditions are setbacks and buffer zones, parking requirements, hours of operation, and
staffing. The Planning Commission is not obligated to impose special conditions but it must seek the
vhwsofﬁxaﬁctedmmmmﬁymemmethmthéovemnchmmtaoftmmigbmmoodmm“
developed.

R

Those permitted uses that require approval from the Planning Commission are:
Day Care Centers;

Family Day Care Centers;

Group Homes;

Bed and Breakfast Establishments;

Inns; and

Golf Courses, private and public, profit and non-profit.

W
ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY JUNE 1997

Page 54



7.5 U the Board of Appeals

of ° "  certain ) val by the Board of
In forthcsecertamuses,theBoardoprpealsmayimposeco
on the use pz‘otectﬂmpmeandlﬂrmnyoftheneighbomodandﬁmtrespect
the rights of to elements of - The
. ; or ;
2. ’ for sewer, water, gas, electric, and telephone mains and incidental

appuﬁenmcesm&essthosepublkuﬂtymﬁaﬂaﬁonsambeingmstakdbythehwnof
) byitsowncrewsorbydirectlyhh-edcontractors;

3. and - and " recreation facilities;
4,
5.
6. in ’ T house; and
7. bomes, T for
" to ) " the  °  home or other
uses . ﬂxebtarw'mconsideredappropriateto
the
7.6 Regulations
There ) " thatapplytoall " " inthisresidential - district.
Among other places these can be found in the following sections:
i . . .
2 Section :
3. 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations:
4. 17 " Loading and U Regulations;
5. Section 18. , and
6. Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.

y
Page 55



8.4

Acoeworyhﬁldingsandumhchxding,hxtmtlimitedto accessory private garages for not
nmreﬂsanthreeautonnbﬂes,gmnnyﬂats,gu&thous&, swimming pools, home barbecue
grﬂis,accessorystomge,andaccessoryoﬁls&eetpmkmgandbadh:gspwes;
Teng:omyhmmgs,theusesofwlﬁchmmcidemalmmmuucﬁonopmaﬁomorﬂwsde
ofbtsdmhgdevebpmnbeingcomhmtedonﬂ:esameor adjoining tract or subdivision and
which shall be removed upon completion or abandonment of such construction, or upon the
expiration of a period of two years from the time of erection of such temporary buildings,
whichever is the sooner; and
mmmmmmammmmmmmstommymmdmmwﬁh
the permitted uses.

Permitted Uses Requiring Approval from the Planning Commission
There arecerminpermﬁtednsesthatnﬁghthnposeabmdenonﬂlecomunhyandthat

requimsrcviewandeonsiderationbyﬂwPlanningConmﬁssion. In allowing the following permitted
uses, the Planning Commissionmaymakecertainrequirememsmandatoryto each permitted use.
Amongﬂwseconditionsmsdbaeksandhxﬂérmms,m‘ldngmqu&emems, hours of operation, and

staffing. T&thﬁngomissionismtobﬁgmedtohnposespecialmndﬁombmﬂmwekthe

vbwsofﬂra&c&dmmmﬁyhmrethﬂtbeovemﬂcharmtaoftbemighbo@odmmahgas
developed.

8.5

Thosepermittedusesthatrequireappmvalﬁ'omtheﬂanning Commission are:
Bed and Breakfast Establishments:

Inns; and

Golf courses, public and private, profit and non-profit.

Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals '
Becauseofttwnatmeoftheiractivities,certahusesmquireapprovalbytheBoardof

Appeals. ngamingappmvalforﬂwseceMuses,theBoardoprpeakmaymzposemnditbm
onﬂ:eusemdﬂ:eomsthatpmtectthepeaceandharmonyoftheneighborhoodandﬂnatrespect
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Nonprofit or municipal libraries or museums and art galleries;
Pubﬁcxﬁi!ﬁyhstdhtbmforsewer,mm,gas,ebcnic,mdmhphommammcidemd
appurtenances unless those public utility installations are being installed by the Town of
Ridgelyeﬂherbyitsawncrewsorbydh‘ecﬂyhiredcontxactors;

Public parks and playgrounds, and nonprofit, non-governmental public recreation facilities;
Cemeteries;

Elderly housing developments;
Omaccessoryapatnem,asdemdinthisordm,persfmgb-famﬂyhouse;md
Resthonm,m&singhonws, funeral homes, medical offices, and other minor institutions for
humcareandﬁ;eﬁ'eatmentofmncontagiousdismses. Single-family attached and muiti-
famﬂydweﬂhgunﬁstohoumthceldeﬂywheaassechtedwﬁhﬁwmminglwmeorothm
institution. Theseusesmaybe:appmvedprovidedﬂxelotmisconsideredappmpdateto
the scale of the facility.

Additional Regulations
There are additional regulationsthatapplymanactivmmmismidemialzoningdistﬁct.

Among other places these can be found in the following sections:

1
2
3.
4.
5
6

Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;
Section 18.0/Signs; and

Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.
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9.0 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (C-1)

This commercial district is for the placement of smaller commercial operations; residential use
shall be discouraged.
9.1  Purpose and Intent

business, commercial, andmhceﬂamousserviceacﬁvitﬁgpmﬁcﬂmlyalongceﬁaheﬁsﬁngnmjor
thomugh&mwhaeagmalnﬁnmeofwnmcﬁandservioewﬁtymwexists, but which uses
are not chamcterizedbyextensivemhousing, frequent heavy trucking activity, open storage of
material, or the muisance factors of dust, odor,andnoiseassociatedwithmnufacturing. The overall
intent of this district is to provide areas for local commercial needs within the Town and for the

loc- :

9.2  Permitted Uses
Ihefollowingarethepemﬁttedusesinthiszoningdistrict:

1. Fmandagicukanalﬁﬂage,pmvidedﬂmtnopout&yorﬁvestock, except pets, are housed
orconﬁnedwithintwohmdredfeetofﬂwboundaryofﬂmpropem

2. Clnmh&smdpmishhﬂ]s,mdtemplespmﬁdedﬂmwhmhesorwmpksemctedaﬂerthe
dateofﬂxepamgeoftbiscrdmanceshanhavetheirprhx:ipalmansofaccessﬁ-omanmjor
ﬂmmugh&reorcokctorstreetandstnﬂbelocatedonalotofaﬂeastIS,OOOSquareﬁaetin

3. Colleges and schools, public or private, having a curriculum and conditions under which
:ammgsammxwdmmaamwamnoammmsmmﬂmnomﬁmmmmoﬁm¢akmmmg

4. Temporary emergency, construction, or repair residences as defined in this ordinance;
Apartments in multi-story buildings, provided the ground floor remains commercial. When
convertedtosuchme,thepropeﬁywﬂlbesuﬁecttosﬂeplanreviewanddesignmview;

6. Apmmsmmgle-stoqbuﬂdmg&pmvidedﬂmapmmmismmmryapmmmfm
theowneroropemtoroftheconnnercialemapﬁseandthazthepﬁncipalponionofthe
building remains commercial, Wlmnconvertedtosmhuse,thepropertywiﬂbesubjwto
site plan review and design review:
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10.

1.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

Display room for merchandise to be sold on order where merchandise sold is stored
elsewhere;

Dressmaking, tailoring, decorating, shoe repairing, repair of household appliances and
bkychg&ycha@gaﬁmwdng,mﬂbakemwﬁhsabsofbakaypmmwmonthcpmmises,
mﬂoﬂmu@ofashxﬁhrchamaenpmﬁdemmwusepemktedinthishemshaﬂoccupy
more than 2,500 square feet of floor space;

Food storage lockers;
Hospitalorcﬁnicﬁ)rmﬂmi!mls,dog&mbilﬂs,andﬁlelike,providedthatmhhospital
orclﬁﬂcmadanyﬂe&mmtoomcagm,pens,orkennelsbemintamedwithinacompletely
encbsed,sound-ptoofbuildinga:ﬂthatsuchhospitalorcﬁnicbeoperatedinsmhawayas
to produce no objectionable odors outside of its walls; '

Material storageyardsineonmctionwﬁhtheretaﬂsalesofpmductswmrestorage is
mcﬁcvmdwﬂrapmnvedowofaaom,movidedmmanpmdmmandmtmm
or stored are in a completely enclosed building, or enclosed by a masonry wall, fence, or
hedge, not less than six feet in height. Thestorageofaﬂmaterialsandequiplmntshaﬂnot
exceed the height of the wall, Storageofcarsandtruckusedinconm&onwitthepermitted
trade orbusmessispemiltedwithmawwaﬂs,btnnotmmdingthestomgeofheavy
equipment or vehicles;

Offices and office buildings, including clinics;

Personal service uses, including barber shops, banks, beauty parlors, photographic or artists
studios, messengers, taxicabs, newspaper or telegraphic service stations, dry cleaning
me@hgﬁaﬁom,mnam&wmundmakhgestabﬁshmsmdotherpemnﬂsemce
used of a similar character;

Printing, publishing, and engraving establishments;

Retail stores, including florist shops, and green-houses in connections with such shops, but
there shall be no slaughteringofanimalsorpoultryonthepremisesofanyretaﬂstore;
Self-service laundry or self-service dry-cleaning establishment;
Whmb%ﬁslmmmwarehouwhacombtelyemloﬁ building so long as floor area
devoted to such uses shall not exceed 20,000 square feet;
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18.  Convenience stores;

19. Shops such as grocery, hardware,dmgstores,snmllmledeparmmmstom,andspeciaﬁty
shops;

20.  Funeral homes;

21.  Clubs or lodges

22.  Banks, drive-in or otherwise;

23.  Restaurants;

24.  Public and semi-public structures; and

25.  Child and family day care centers.

9.3  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures
Mshaﬂbepamﬁedm&mmnmg&%mchmcessorymandmmsmcbaﬂy
mmdezﬁalandcustomazytoandassoc:atedwnhthepermmedusmhstedabove

94  Permitted Uses Requiring Approval from the Planning Commission

There areceﬂaﬁxpermittedus%ﬂntnﬁgbthnposeahrdenonmecommmnyandthat
requmrevzewandconsxiemmnbytheﬂannmg Commission. In allowing the following permitted
uses, ﬂmthnngComm:smonmymkecertammqmmmsmndamrytoeachpemmeduse
Among those conditions are setbacks and buffer zones, parking requirements, hours of operation, and
staffing, The Planning Commission is not obligated to impose special conditions but it must seek the
viewsofthea%ctedcomnﬁtytoensmethattheoveraﬁchamcteroﬁhe neighborhood remains as
developed.

Those permitted uses that require approval from the Planning Commission are:

L. Amusement place, skating rink, swimming pool, or dance hall in a completely enclosed
building, auditorium or theater, €xcept open air drive-in theaters;

2. Automobile parking lots and storage garages; and

Bowling alleys and billiard parlors,
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9.5  Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals
Becauseofthemtmeofthekaﬂivﬁies,cmtahusesrequﬁeappwvﬂbytthowdof
Appeals. Inglmﬁhgappmmiforthese&ﬁahus&gtheBoardoprpealsmaymsewmiﬁiom
onﬂwusemﬁﬂ:eowmthatpmtectthepeaceandhanmnyofmeneighborhoodmdthatrwpect
theﬁ&softhemighmrhoodtomﬁnammechmactamdem&ﬂukmighborhood.

Thefollowingusesrequireapprova]bytheBoardowaeals:

1. Nonp:oﬁtornnmicipallibmﬁesormusemandmgaﬂeﬁes;

2. Public utility installations for sewer, water, gas, electric, and telephone mains and incidental
appMmesmbssthosepub&Whmtaﬂ&bnsmbehgﬁx&ﬂedbyﬂmTownof
Ridge!yeitherbyitsowncmorbydirecﬂyhiredcontractdm;

3. Public parks and playgrounds, and nonprofit, non-governmental public recreation facilities;

4, Cemeteries; '

5. Rmhommmhghomﬁmmlhommdkaloﬂices,andothermrm&miomfor
hmmncmemﬁthe&eammofnoncomagiousdiseases. Single-family attached and multi-
famﬂydwellingtmitstohousetbeelderlyWhenassociatedwiththemnsinghonxoroﬂm
institution. leseusesmybeappmvedpmvidedﬂwbtarwisconsideredappmpriateto
the scale of the facility;

6. Automobile service establishments subject to the following provisions:

a. Bulk storage of flammable liquids shall be underground; unless prohibited by federal

b. Theaﬂameore)dtofsmhmbﬁshnmssinﬂbeemctedatlwstﬂﬁyfeetﬁomany
lot that is zoned residential:

c. Nosnucmm,btﬁkdmg,orsignshaﬂbeerectedwkhinthirtyfeetofanybtthmis
zoned residential;

d. There shall be no outside storage of junk or scrap or outside storage of salvage
automobiles.
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7. Motorvebicledealer(mwormd)providethatthemitﬁmumlotsizesimﬂbeZ0,000square
feet; and

8. Bottling works, dyeing and cleaning works, or laundry, plumbing and heating shop, painting
shop,tq)holsteﬁngshopnotmvolvingﬁxrnituremmrfacm, tin-smithing shop, tire sales and
sammhﬂmgvubamhnmmﬁcmmgapphmcempammdgenmﬂmand
rmmbﬁﬂmmhmtomo&ﬁmm%ﬁempmvﬁedeomﬁe
mmgeafmwﬁmw,mﬂﬁmmmvﬂwMMusepennﬂwdmthishemsm
occupy more than 6,000 square feet of floor area.

9.6  Additional Regulations
Thereareadditionalregulaﬁomﬂmapplyto all activities in this zoning district. Among other

places these can be found in the following sections:

Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;

Section 18.0/Signs; and

Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.

S ;AL N -
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100 CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (C-2)
Thisdisuictcom&toldercommercialandretaﬂcemerofRidgely. Its preservation and
economic growth are important goals for the Town of Ridgely. The Planning Commission and the
TownConmﬁmbnwﬂlbeibdbleinmeenforcmmofregulaﬁonsmthxsdlsmctmtheextenuhat
pmmwdmmmmtﬂ:hwﬁhﬂzmofﬂw&mdmsmPhnfortMmmnaadmme
proposeduseswiﬂnmkeacontribmmntoﬂwcommemmlhfeofthecomunﬁy

10.1 Purpose and Intent
Tbmdmmmong:assmtheslnppmgandoﬁcecore of the Town of Ridgely. Appropriate

nsesmet&seﬂﬁmgemmﬂyassocmtedwﬁhnmwMMmdtMmappmpmtemMe

andusewnhthecmemhﬂdmgsandsn'uamesbcatedmtheCema!Busmesstm

10.2 Permitted Uses

The following uses are permitted in this district:
. Single-family dwellings, detached;

2, Farms and agricultural tillage, prevndedthatmpoutuyorhvestock,exceptpets are housed
orconﬁnedwnhmtwohmdmdfeetoftbeboundaryofthcpmpcrty-

3. Churches and parish halls, temples, convents, rectories, and monasteries, provided that
churches or temples erected after the date of the passage of this ordinance shall have their
Mmeamofmessﬁomamjorﬁomughfamormlbﬁors&eﬂandshaﬂbebcated
on a lot of at least 15,000 square feet in area:

4, Colleges and schools, public or private, having a curriculum and conditions under which
tmﬁngkwmmﬂmbmvammawb&schoolortOMMMofﬁghermmg;

. Tenq;ormyemgemy,coMOrrepaﬁmidemesasdeﬁmdmthisordmme;

6. Apmmnmsmm&storybuﬂdings,providedthegromxiﬂoorreminscommm When
convertedtosuchuse,thepropertywiﬂbesubjecttosﬁcplanreviewmdd&ignreview;

7. Apmtmemsmsingk-stowhﬂdmggpmvidedﬂwaparmmmisanmryapamnemfor
theowneroroperatorofﬂmcommhlﬁerpﬁseandthmtheprmcipalporﬁonofthc
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10.
I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

building remains commercial. Whenconvertedtosuchuse,thepropertywﬂlbesubjectto
site plan review and design review:

Display room for merchandise to be sold on order where merchandise sold is stored
elsewhere;

Dressmaking, tailoring, decorating, shoe repairing, repair of household appliances and
bkwhg&ycbmhgammm&kay,wﬂhmkSofbakewpmMsonmepmmises,
andoﬂaerusedofasinﬂlarcharacter;provideﬂutnousepermittedinthisitemshaﬂoccupy
more than 2,500 square feet of floor space;

Food storage lockers;
Hosi)ﬁalorclﬁzicﬁ)rs:mﬂanm&dog&cats,bilﬂ&andtheﬁke,pmvidedﬂzatsxmhhospital
orcﬁnicandanytrwtmmnroons,cages,pens,orkenneisbemimaimdwithinacompletely
embsed,sound—pmofhﬂdingandﬂxatsuchhospitalorclinicbeoperatedinsuchawayas
to produce no objectionable odors outside of its walls;

Bed and Breakfasts, hotels, motels or motor hotels, and inns;
Materialstorageym'dsmoonnectionwiththaretaﬂsalcsofproductswhemstorageis,
hmﬁemdmtheappmvedowupamyofastom,mov%dtbataﬁpdemandmateriabused
or stored are in a completely enclosed building, or enclosed by a masonry wall, fence, or
hedge,mtlessthansixfeetinheight. The storage of all materials and equipment shall not
exceed the height of the wall, Storageofmrsandtruckusedincomotionwittbepennﬂted
trade orbusmess:spermntedwulnnthewaﬂs,butnot including the storage of heavy
equipment or vehicles;

Offices and office buildings, including clinics;

Personal service uses, including barber shops, banks, beauty parlors, photographic or artists
studios, nmssengets,tmdcabs,newspapaorwkgmphicservicestaﬁons,drycleanmg
mhhg%&mmmmmummmabﬁshmmsammlmmnﬂm
used of a similar character;

Printing, publishing, and engraving establishments;

Retail stores, including florist shops, and green-houses in connections with such shops, but
theteshaﬂbenoslaughteﬁngofanm:alsorpoum'yonthepremimofanytetailstore;
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18.  Self-service laundry or self-service dry-cleaning establishment:

19. Whohsab&abl’dmnmorwmdmuwhamnmk&lymcbsedhﬁhhgwlongasﬂoorm
devoted to such uses shall not exceed 20,000 square feet;

20.  Convenience stores;

21. Smmmhasgowq,hardware,drugﬁom,mnmakdepmmmmmandspwh&y
shops;

22.  Funeral homes;

23.  Clubs or lodges

24.  Banks, drive-in or otherwise;

25.  Restaurants;

26.  Public and semi-public structures; and

27.  Child and family day care centers,

10.3  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures
Thaeslmﬂbepam&tedhﬂﬁsmnﬁgdiﬁrktmhmwusesands&mnmmdemy
&midemﬂandcustomarymmﬁassociatedwiththepermitedmesﬁstedabove.

10.4  Permitted Uses Requiring Approval from the Planning Commission
Therearecenainpermktedusesthatmigmmoseabmdcnonthemmmmkymdﬂm
reqniresreviewandm@dmﬁoabyﬂmPlamthommission. In allowing the following permitted
uses,thePhnmgComsswnmymkemr&mmmmﬂstﬁowtoeachperMeduse
Amngmomwmmmmmmmmgmemhomofopmmmd
staffing. The Planning Commission is not obligated to impose special conditions but it must seek the
vkwsofﬁnaﬂeaedwnmmﬁymmsmeﬂmmeovaaﬁcmmofmemighborhmdMas

developed.

Thosepemﬁﬂedusesthatmquireappmvalﬁomﬂ:ePlanningComnﬁssionare:
I Amusememphce,skaﬁngrkzk,swﬁmﬁngpooLordawehaﬂinawmpktelyembsed
building, auditorium or theater, except open air drive-in theaters; and
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2.

Bowling alleys and billiard parlors.

10.5  Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals

Be&n&ofthenﬁmoftheﬁ&ﬁﬁtﬁs,mﬂdnmesmq&&e&ppmvﬂbytheﬂo&dof@pea& In
gmmngapmw&tﬂwemmmthe&mdofmedsmymmwndnwmmmemam
ﬂwomsﬂmmmﬂtpwemdmnyofthemlghmmoodandmmmﬁwnmoﬁhe
netghbotlmodtonmnﬁamﬂwchmactera&elemdﬂmn'nmghborhood.

NS v s w

’I‘hefollowingusestequireapprovalbytheBoardoprpeals:

NmﬁormMormmandaﬁgaﬁmw;

Public utility installations for sewer, water, gas, electric, and telephone mains and incidental

appﬂﬂenamesmbasthosepub&cMﬂﬂthﬁommbemginstaﬂedbymeTownof

Ridgelyeitherbyitsowncrewsorbydirecﬂyhitedcontractors;

Public parks and playgrounds, and nonprofit, non-governmental public recreation facilities;

Cemeteries;

Elderly housing developments;

One accessory apartment, as defined in this ordinance, per single-family house;

Resthomes,mxrsinghomes,ﬁnwmlhomes,mdicaloﬁces, and other minor institutions for

human care and the treatment of noncontagious diseases. Single-family attached and muiti-

fanﬁlydweumgunﬁswhousetheeﬁalywhenasmiatedwﬁhthemusmghomeoromer
institution. Musesmaybeappmvedproﬁdedthebtar&isconsideredappmpﬁamto
the scale of the facility; and

Automobile service establishments subject to the following provisions:

a. Bu&aomgeofﬂamxmbkﬁquidsshaﬂbeundﬂgmund;mlaspmhibﬁedbykdaal
or state law. Intlmtsﬁuanon,emeﬁ'oﬁwﬂlhenndetoreqmrethesafestomgeof
such liquids;

b. TbMameormdtofsmhestabﬁshnmtsshaﬂbeerectedatleastﬁﬂy&etﬁomany
lot that is zoned residential;
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C. Nostmcmm,buﬂding,orsignshaﬂbeemctedwﬂhinthinyfeetofanybtthatis
zoned residentiat;

d. There shall be no outside storage of junk or scrap or outside storage of salvage
automobiles; and

e. Automotive and truck fuels shall not be sold.

10.6 Additional Regulations
Mmeaddiﬁomlregﬂaﬁomﬂntapﬂytoaﬁacﬁvitﬂinthkzoning district. Among other

places these can be found in the following sections:

L. Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

2 Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

3. Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

4. Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;

5 Section 18.0/Signs; and

6 Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.
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11.0

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (C-3)
The highway commercial district is intended to provide space for larger retail operations.

Residential use is discouraged in this district.

11.1

Purpose and Intent
msdh&ictpmﬁdwforammbaofrﬂaﬂ&abﬁshmﬁsmﬁwmhlservkesforuse

bythetravel‘mgpubliconorwamnjorroadsorstreetshtheTownandatthcsametimeiskltended
mmﬁuainmeappwmmeofthemghwaysandﬁw&accmmhﬁsbyﬁmﬁmgomdmrmmg
andestabﬁslﬁnghighstandardsfordevehpmem.

11.2

Permitted Uses

The following uses are permitted in this district:
FanmandagthMﬁﬂagqprovidedepomuyorﬁvestochexcemMmhoused
orconﬁnedwithintwohumked&etofthebomdalyofthepmperty;
Chnthmmﬁp@shhaﬂ&mmlmpmvidedthaxchwchmortempksemwaﬁathedate
ofthcpassageofthisordhmmeslmﬂhaveﬂzeirpﬁmipﬂmnsofacc&ssﬁ'omamajor
thoroughﬁreorcolbctorslreetandshallbelocatedonalotofatleast 15,000 square feet in
area;

Colleges and schools, public or private, having a curriculum and conditions under which
tewhmgkwndmtedﬂmﬁemﬁmkmmambﬁcm}ortomﬂﬂiﬁiOmofﬁgherm;
Display room for merchandise to be sold on order where merchandise sold is stored
clsewhere;

Dressmaking, tailoring, decorating, shoe repairing, repair of household appliances and
bhychs,drycbmhgmﬂmesshxg,mﬂbakmy,wﬁhmksofbakayprodmﬁonﬂmpmnﬁseg
mﬂoﬂwruwdofasﬁrﬁlarchmacwnpmvﬁematmusepemﬁnedinﬂﬁsﬁemsmﬂmwpy
more than 2,500 square feet of floor space;

Food storage lockers;

Hospitalorclhzicformﬂazﬁmls,dogscat&bird&andthelike, provided that such hospital
orcliuicandanyu'mmntrooms,cages,pens,orkennelsbeumintainedwithinacompletely
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

enclosed, sound-proof building and that such hospital or clinic be operated in such a way as
to produce no objectionable odors outside of its walls;

Hotels, motels or motor hotels, and inns;

Material storage yards in connection with the retail sales of products where storage is
incidental to the approved occupancy of a store, provided that all products and materials used
or stored are in a completely enclosed building, or enclosed by a masonry wall, fence, or
hedge, not less than six feet in height. The storage of all materials and equipment shall not
exceed the height of the wall. Storage of cars and truck used in connection wit the permitted
trade or business is permitted within the walls, but not including the storage of heavy
equipment or vehicles;

Oﬁcesmdoﬁcebtﬁldings,imludingcﬁnics;

Personal service uses, including barber shops, banks, beauty parlors, photographic or artists
studios, messengers, taxicabs, newspaper or telegraphic service stations, dry cleaning
receiving stations, restaurants, taverns, undertaking establishments and other personal service
used of a similar character;

Retail stores, including florist shops, and green-houses in connections with such shops, but
there shall be no slaughtering of animals or poultry on the premises of any retail store;
Self-service laundry or self-service dry-cleaning establishment;

Wholesale establishment or warehouse in a completely enclosed building so long as floor area
devoted to such uses shall not exceed 20,000 square feet;

‘Convenience stores;

Shops such as grocery, hardware, drug stores, small scale department stores, and speciality
shops;

Funeral homes;

Clubs or lodges

Banks, drive-in or otherwise;

Restaurants;

Public and semi-public structures;

e e —
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23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

113

Boat and marine sales dealerships;

Auction houses or sales barns: excluding livestock sales;

Roadside stands and farmers’ markets;

Agricultural equipment and machinery sales, service, Or repairs;
Wholesale establishment or warehouse in a completely enclosed building;
Automobile service establishments;

Motor vehicle sales (new or used); and

Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures
Thaeshaﬂbepamﬂtedintﬁsmnmgdiﬂrbtmhmce%oryuscsmdmmmsmckaﬂy

hmidcmdandcusmmrytoandassocimm“dththepermﬁteduseslistedabove.

114

Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals

The following uses shall require approval from the Board of Appeals:
Buﬂdhzgmta'mlssahsmdhunberyardsincmdingincidentalnﬁﬂwork;and

Public utility installations for sewer, water, gas, electric, and telephone mains and incidental
appunenmmmbssthosepubﬁcmﬂﬁymstanmionsmbemgmstanedbythehwnof
Ridgely either by its own crews or by directly hired contractors.

11.5  Additional Regulations

Thereareadditbmlreguhtiomﬂ:atapplytoaﬂacﬁviﬁeshthiszonhg district. Among other

places, these can be found in the following sections:

1
2
3
4.
5
6

Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;
Section 18.0/Signs; and

Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.
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12.0 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT a1
Thisdisu"x:tisrwexvedﬁ)rﬂmseﬁght industrialactivitiesthatgeneratelitﬂcnoiseandheavy
mﬂicmdthatdomtwqiﬁmﬂxepmcessingofmwnnmialsmoaﬁnishedpmduct.

12.1 Purpose and Intent

MisdkhimWovﬁesforsebcﬁvewarehommgaMWhoksaledis&Hming,andforme
seleﬁhemuﬁ&m@mdﬁhk&hgofnuteﬁdshbwbnﬁdhgwﬂoﬁ%&wtpaﬂdngm
loading and off-street parking for employees and with access by major thoroughfares or railroad in
either central or outlaying locations.

12.2  Permitted Uses
The'folbwingusesmpemﬁﬁedmthismnmgdisuktwﬁhtheapprovalofmethhg

Commissionthanmysetaddiﬁonalcondiﬁonsrelatedtosizeandtypeofbuﬂding,homsof

operation, parking and loading and unloading regulations:

L. Bottling or distribntion stations for beverages;

2. Printing, publishing, binding, packaging, storage, and warehousing;

3. Warehousing and mini-storage facilities;

4 Light mamifacturing activities which do not result in adverse noise, vibration, odor, dust, or
smoke impacts;

. Public utility installations:

6. Bﬁﬁhgnﬁahksdmamdhmbemdgh&hndmgmcﬁemﬂmEWMkandthesaksofmck,
sand,gravelmdtheerasanincidentalpartoftheminbusincss,providedthattheyshaﬂ
be at least 100 feetﬁ-omanypropertyzonedresidemialorcommercial;

Building contractor’s yard for storage of materials and equipment;

Trucking and freight stations, terminals and storage yards; and

Warehousing, storage, and distribution facilities for agricultural products, not including
livestock. |

12.3  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures
Thefollowingaccessoryusesandstmctmarepermittedinthiszoning district:

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY JUNE 1997

Page 72



1. Rctaﬂsaleofproductsnnmzﬁcmredorprecessedonthepremises;and
2. Oﬂmmoqusesands&uamesclemlymcidenmlandcuﬂomarymammwwim

the permitted use.

12.4  Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals
Theﬁﬂowingusesd:aﬁrequimapprovalbythe Board of Appeals:

1. Any industrial or manufacturing uses which, in the opinion of the Town Zoning
Administrator, could potentially have adverse noise, vibration, dust, odor, air and/or water
pollution impacts, or that might have a negative impact on the Town of Ridgely and its
residents;

2. Child Day Care Centers; and
Day and Family Care Centers.

12.5 Additional Regulations
There are additional regulations that apply to all activities in this zoning district. Among other
places, these can be found in the following sections:

1. Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;

2. Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;

3. Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;

4. Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;
5. Section 18.0/Signs; and

6. Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY JUNE 1997

Page 73




13.0 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I-2)

Thkm@dis&btkmadforaﬁ&osegemrﬂﬁm&iﬂusesmmnﬁgm&pemﬁuedm

otherMzomsandforuses&atmighmtbeappmpﬁﬂeforaﬁgmwnsuialmmmais
located near residential or commercial Zones.

13‘1

Purpose and Intent
Tlﬁsdistictisforgenemland&avyindus&ialacﬁviﬁes; especially those that involve the

processing ofmwnmteﬁalsintoaﬁnishedproduct. In general, the buildings and structures
aswciaedwﬁhmkdkmmbehwhﬁhmgswﬁhoﬁlsmbadﬁxgandoﬁlwwpmkhgﬁr
employees and users of the facilities.

13.2 Permitted Uses

1.
2
3.
4.
5

10.

133

’l’hefollowingarepermittedusesinthiszoningdistrict:
Govemmembuﬂdingsandpubﬁcbuﬁdingsmhasﬁrestations;

Bottling or distribution stations for beverages;

Printing, publishing, binding, packaging, storage, and warchousing;

Warehousing and mini-storage facilities;

Light manufacturing activities which do not result in adverse noise, vibration, odor, dust, or
smoke impacts;

Public utility installations;

Buikling materils sales and lumberyards, including incidental mill work and the sales of rock,
sand, gravelandthelikeasmincidemdpaﬂofﬂwmhbusMpmvidedttheyshaﬂ
be at least lOO&etﬁomanypmpertyzonedresidentialorcoumrcial;

Building contractor’s yard for storage of materials and equipment;
Tnmkingandﬁeigmstaﬁons,temﬁna]sandstorageyards;and

Warehousing, storage, and distribution facilities for agricultural products, not including
livestock. |
Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures

The following accessory uses and structures are permitted in this zoning district:
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1. Retaiisaleofprodmtsnmmzfacmredorprec&ssedonthememism;and

2. Other accessory uses and structures clearly incidental and customary to and associated with

the permitted use.

13.4  Special Exception Uses Subject to Approval by the Board of Appeals
The following uses shall require approval by the Board of Appeals:

1. Anyhdus&ialcrmanuﬁcnmguseswhich,intheopinionoftheTownZoning
Administrator, could potentially have adverse noise, vibration, dust, odor, air and/or water
pollution impacts, or that might have a negative impact on the Town of Ridgely and its
residents;

2. Child Day Care Centers; and

3. Day and Family Care Centers.

13.5 Additional Regulations
There are additional regulations that apply to all activities in this zoning district. Among other
places, these can be found in the following sections:
I Section 14.0/Floating and Overlay Districts;
2 Section 15.0/Supplemental Use Regulations;
3. Section 16.0/Height, Area, and Bulk Regulations;
4, Section 17.0/Parking, Loading and Unloading Regulations;
5 Section 18.0/Signs; and
6 Section 19.0/Nonconforming Uses.
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140 FLOATING AND OVERLAY DISTRICTS
ThethmgComﬁ;sionsMLwhenappmprhteandmcessaq,recommzdtbatﬂoamg
andover}aydistrictsbeaddedtot!ﬁsordinanceandtotlmvaziousmapsamiotherdocmmsthm
control and guide land-use and building development within the Town of Ridgely. Among those
ﬂoaﬁngandomhydis&ictsmmmmonesthmadvamethemvﬁaﬁmﬁonandmmmic
development of the Town of Ridgely or various sections of the Town of Ridgely; ones that identify,
pm%mognhe,mve%&,mhk&%mdcuﬁmﬁ%m&scfmhﬁtoﬁcorcm
nature, onesthatmightbededgmdﬁtaspeciﬁccategoryofusestbataremtcurremlyaﬂowvd
umﬂriﬁmsofmrmﬁtedu&sﬁrthevaﬁommdngmmmmbw;pmvﬁedm
speciﬁcconditimnsmdmgulationsare&stabﬁshdandenfomedforthehst

When recommending the creation of floating and overlay districts, the Planning Commission
shaﬂnmkeszwhnﬂesandmguhﬁonsandcondiﬁnmnecessarymgovemlmﬁ-useandbuilding
development activity within those districts. 'Ihesemlesdmliadvancemegoalsoftheﬂoaﬁngand
overlay district and be consistent with the necessity for creating the district. Additionally when state
or federal laws might apply to the creation of a floating or overlay district, the Planning Commission
shaﬂdevebphsrdesazﬁmguhﬁomandwnd&bmwﬁhthemksmdmguhtbmandwndﬁiom
andhﬁentofﬂmfederalorstateprogramﬂmtnﬁghtapplytotfmﬂoatingoroverlaydistrict.

Wmnaﬂomgmovahymmﬁmbmthezoningazxiland—useregulationsthatwould
mnmﬂyapplybﬂmmbewuxof&ﬁdoammwiﬂstﬁapplyto&ﬂammkssmisdocmm
isformallyaheredandamendedacwrdingwitsmmerofcmatmgmm. Floating and
overlay zone regulations are intended as for additional purposes beyond the regulations contained in
this document.

14.1 Revitalization and Economic Development Areas

The Purpose of the Revitalization and Economic Development Area Floating and Overlay
ZomhmemoumgemcmuseofeﬁﬁmgmandhﬁmmmatmeﬁherbemgundemmEmdor
that might require some encouragement to improve the uses and appearance of the buildings or area.
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TheRevﬂaﬁwbnamiEmmmkDewameasmnbecrwedmywhemwﬁhinﬂwbomdsof
the Town of Ridgely; either residential, commercial, or industrial districts and zones. Ideally, these
dkdbtsshaﬂbemuphdw&hfedaﬂﬁﬁe,andbcﬂmom&ﬂﬁﬂembkpmmﬁyowwsmd
owmmmmowwmmmﬂmywmmemMOtindusmaummatmigmmphceon
those properties.
14.2 Historic Districts and Landmarks

The Planning Commission shall have the authority and responsibility to recommend the
creationofanhistoricdistrictordistﬁctsandindividuallandmarksundertheauthoritycreaxedby
Article 66B of the Laws of Maryland. This overlay district or districts and individual landmarks will
beforthepurpos&souﬂhndinAﬂicleG@andamhﬁcndedtomkcav&ihblethebeneﬁtsand
advmﬁagmofhi&ori:mwervaﬁantoﬂnpmpeﬁyowmmﬁtemmsmthosemeasestablishedand
for the benefit of the entire community.

mdwebpinganhistoﬁcdisniaordisuictsandindividualhndmrks,thePEmMg
Commission or another body created and appointed by the Town Commission shall make such
mguhﬁomaﬂgtﬁdelkmasmqu&edmmmﬂyadmm&athemaMmemﬂmthepmpom
mdhnem&meaeaﬁnnofmhistoricdistﬁctordimktsandh}dividuﬂhndmarksmexmt.

143  Other Floating and Overlay Districts

The Planning Commission may recommend that additional floating and overlay districts be
crmtedtoadvancemegoalsandvisiomoftheComprehensivel’lanandthemdsofthecomnnmity
in the future. TheseﬂoathagandoverlaydisuictsvﬁﬂbeappmvedbytheTownCommisdonand
mithchﬁeMﬁmthﬁmmmmsaMforbuﬂdhgsandstnﬂmestmtcmemly
panﬁﬁedasumhthevm'busphmhgandmningdimiaswimmtheTownofRidgely. When the
thﬁngomMnmk&mmemﬁrMad&ﬁomlﬂoa@gaﬁov&hy&m,thcy
willholdpubliclwarh:ymdpmpmreconmendedmguhﬁommdusemddesignguideﬁnesto
emmﬂmthweaddﬁbmlﬁoaﬁngandoverhygoalsareconsistentwiththegoalsandvisiénsofthe
ComprebensivePlanmdtheneedsofthecommmity.
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15.0 SUPPLEMENTAL USE REGULATIONS

The material contained in this section is intended to amplify the material in the other sections
of this document. The material contained here is also in addition to any other material contained in
this document.

15.1 Permissible Uses and Specific Exclusions

Ihpreammﬁon&&bﬁdmdbthataﬂkgiﬁmusesofhndmpenﬁmbkwﬁhmam
onezoningdktr’x:tinme’rown’sphmﬁngjmisdiction. Therefore, because the list of permissible uses
set fortbintheothersecﬁonscammtbeaﬂimhxsive, those uses that are listed shall be interpreted
liberally to include other uses that have similar impacts to the listed uses,

Without limiting the generality of the above subsection, the following uses are specifically

prohibited in all districts: 7

1. Anyusethatinvolvesthennnuﬁcmre,hmd}ing,sale,dism’bution,orstorageofanyhighly
combustible or explosive materials in violation of the Town’s fire prevention code or that in
the opinion of either the Planning Commission or the Zoning Administrator would present a
hazard to either the people or the property of the Town of Ridgely;

2. Stockyards, slaughterhouses, or rendering plants;
Useofau'aveln'aﬂerasatemporaryorpermamntresidence. A temporary residence shall
be removed from the site within one month of the resolution of the situation which prompted
its need; |

4, Use of a motor vehicle parked on a lot as a structure in which, out of which, or from which
any goods are sold or stored, any services are performed, or other business is conducted;

5. Gravel pits, barrow pits, or other mining and extractive activities for soil, sand, or stone and
gravel;

6. Restaurants with drive-through or drive-by windows; and
Mobﬂehomandmobﬂehometraﬂctparksofanytype.
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15.2 Subdivisions of Property

Thedivisfnnofexistinglotsandthecmﬁonofaddiﬁomllotshelpstocreatenewgrowthin
Ridgelyandpermitsaddiﬁonalpeopleto enjoythebeneﬁtsoflivmgandworkinginmdgely.
Homm,mnammandadsmﬂguﬁeﬁmsmmqukedtoemmmaﬂwmbdivisbnpmessism
orderlyoueandﬂntﬂmcreatbnofﬂwmbdivisiondoesnotmhamtotheeﬁsﬁngsystems,
property, and people of Ridgely.

Thm*eamtwoc@sofwbdivisbnsthﬂgelxmﬁmandmfor. A minor subdivision is any
divisionofane:d@gbtiﬁothreeorhnspmcels. The original lot shall be considered as one of the
three or less parcels. Anaiorsubdivisionisanydivis%onofanexistﬁ:glothﬂofomornmtepmcels.
Theoﬁginaliotﬂxaﬂbeconsideredasoneofthefomormmpamels.

required for the creation of the subdivision. The purpose for the meeting will be to review the
proposedsubdivisbnmqumandtodeterminethemksandregulatiomttmtnﬁghtapplytothe
propowdsubdivisbnandtoenszmthattbeappﬁcantwiﬂbeableto comply with those regulations.

The petition for subdivision must include the following information and material:

. Site plan for the original parcel that shows the proposed subdivision and individual parcels;

2, Thebwﬁomofaﬂmtmdﬁ%mmdcx&thgnmnndefwtumhtobeﬁwwnontbesﬁe
plan;

. Current use and proposed use and function for the proposed subdivision;

4. Signed documents from federal, state, and local agencies that the proposed subdivision wil
complywithallrules,rcgulations,mdlawsﬂmtnﬁghtappiytothewbdivisionandthe
proposeduseandusesoftheland,ifsuch@pmvalsmappﬁcableandappropﬁate;
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Petitions for the approvalofamﬁorsubdi\dsionsbaﬂincmdean'mmwstatemmthatwiﬁ
provideaccmatemdmofessiomlﬁ;dgemanddetemmatmmastoﬁmnetandowmﬂ
effect and impact that the proposed major subdivision will have on the current facilities and
systems of the Town of Ridgely. Among those impacts that shall be considered are water,
sewer, m&nmm,ﬁewvmmﬁcesendcmmor&alandmhmbgiwdmsommd
theedlmﬁomlsystemomelmeCounty. Acopyoftheimpactstatenmmwiﬂbeprovided
to the Town of Ridgely, to the Caroline County Planning Office, and to the Superintendent
of Schools for Caroline County.

Such additional documemationasnmyberequiredbytlmZoningAdnﬁnistratorand/orthe
Planning Commission for review of the documentation

maddﬁiontotheabovemguhdonsanquuhmms,theappﬁcammakomfermdbe

referred to and will comply with the Town of Ridgely Subdivision Regulations and other ordinances
and requirements that apply to mbdivisionrequestsandtheacﬁonpmposed by the applicant for the
property involved in the request.

153 Limits on the Creation of Minor Subdivisions

ThcownerofanysubdividableparcelortractofhndwithintheboundsoftheTownof

Ridgely may divide his property into legally permitted lots upon compliance with the various rules,
regulations, and ordinances that govern the subdivision of property with the following limitation:

L.

Apmpertyownernmymmteanﬁmrsubdivisionbyﬂlegradnaldivisionofhmgr&tertract
oflandmtonﬂmdualblﬁklmgbts However, theownerefthatparcelofhdslmﬂonlyhave
thenghttosubdmdethatparceloflandmtothreeorlmspmcels-mch:dmgtheongmaj
parcel-overthchfetrmeoftheparceloftheland,
Thembdivisionoftheodemvceloﬂandintoafourthlotshanbeconsideredﬂ:ecreatxon
ofamorsubdmsmnandtheownerofthatparceloflandsbaﬂbereqmredtocomplythh
all of the rules, regulations, andordmancesthatapplytothecreatwnofamajorsubdmsmn,
and
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3. T!xowmmofmbdividabkmpenyslnﬂmtbepemﬁuedmumsfeﬂmdmﬁmgsinmh
a manor as to try to amidtbereqzﬁamofthissectbnforthecreaﬁonofmkmrandmajor
subdivisions. For the purposes of this regulation, a parcel will be considered to be under the
smowmﬂﬁpwhmasinghﬁxﬁvkhnlororganimﬁonﬁnhaveanypmﬁcipaﬁom interest,
or control in the separated parcels. The same will apply if two or more land sales from the
eﬁghmluwmmadewkhinanytwemmmm

154 Major Undertakings on Single Parcels of Land
Mmapmpeﬂyowmrpwpomam@orWorcoMnacﬁvﬁyor
develcpmnonasmglepmcelofhndandthatwﬂlremainonasingicpameiofhniﬂseywﬂlstill
hnummnaumﬁmﬁeqmmmﬁmmnphmmngmﬁmbnuﬁmnmmmﬂmgsmhmﬁﬁw.nu
triggerforsuchrevieWwﬂlbeanypmjectﬂxatresuksinﬂrconsmmionofS,Oﬁosquare%etof
occupiedorencbsedspaceinanycombimﬁonofﬁxﬁvidualorgmupsofbuﬂdingorstrucmm
thatwiﬂwmhinprovidinghousingfortwoormerefamiﬁesorgroupslivhxginacommnspme.

Whensuchanactivityisproposedinthe Town of Ridgely, such activity shall be held to the

;stmdardsoftheSnbdivisionReguhﬁomandDesignGuideﬁm@casﬂmyapplyto each case and

situation. At a minimum, siteplansandviewsofaﬁimpmvemntswﬂlbereqzﬁredforappmval.
Additionally, any required federal, state, orlowlpennitsnmstbeobtain&priortorequ&sﬁng
Planning Commission approval.

15.5 BufferYard Requirements

OneofthehnportamﬁmctionsofzoningOrdinancmisthedivisionoflandi:noappmpriate
dk&btsﬂﬁaﬁowforwnq@kmewkbhﬂnﬁs&ktmdthﬂgﬂh&wmibkmmgeﬂmmd '
thatprotectsonetypeor&rmofuseﬁ'omus&sthatnﬁghtmtappearorseemtobecompaﬁble.
Awordhgy,mmn&ahﬁewmmmmmmmmchssiﬁmquomﬂ
newdeveiopmnsinﬂxeTownofRidgely. The requirement for an appropriate bufferyard will apply
toaﬂnewconsumﬁonand&diﬁononparcelsoflandﬁmtabutothetzoningdisnicts;suchas
between commercial and residential or industrial from commercial, etc.
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mmsmmﬂﬁlhyibrthecmaﬁonofthebu&wwdshaﬂﬁﬂwithﬂmmmﬁumsiveuseor
with the newer development activity. For example, the proposed development of commercial land
ﬂmahmmﬂanhlmeﬁhmmwbdaﬁusedormt,shaﬂmqu&eahuﬁeronmewmmcﬂ
space and property. The owner of that commercialspaceshaﬂmstaﬂ,nminta‘m, and own the
bufferyard.

All bufferyards are to be densely planted and fenced. The planting materials shall include

All bufferyards shall be at least ten feet wide;
Amﬁemardofmhasttwentyﬁamyberequkedmundanymdumiﬂpmpeny;md
Except ibrinduétrialpmpeﬂy,thebu&’eryardmyhxcmdeupto one-half of the required
setba&ﬁ)rﬁmtparﬁcuhrpromyand'btﬁlding. However, there must be at least ten feet of
cmmmmﬁanhmmgmdmmaﬁ‘wdmgsmmemwbuﬁm.wm
the!xxﬂ'exymdkwkdmaporﬁonoftherequiredsetback, a privacy fence shall be included as
the required fencing material. 'I?mfenceshaﬂbcsetMckatleasttwofeetﬁ'omthepmperty

15.6  Flexibility in Administration of Bufferyard Requirements
The Planning Commission may aflow for changes and alterations in the required bufferyard
regulations and requirements in the following situations:
1. ’I’herequiredbuﬁ’exyardwﬂlobsmmtﬂ:eviewofadﬁver;
2. T’hcbtxﬂ'eiyardismconipatiblewiththee:dsﬁngmascape;
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4. Am&ﬁmyaﬁmybemquﬁvdif&e%mnﬁsﬁondmemimsthatahrgabuﬁhyad
ismqu&edduemtbeextensivenessofthehmompaﬁbiﬁtybetweenhndum;

5. Awmmmmmmkmﬂmmwmmmdm
iftheCommissiondetemﬁmthatoneismwed;or

6. Amﬁayardrequhenmmmybeahaedﬂ‘thereismwnmpmvﬁeopenorcl&rspaceto
allow for the passage of emergency or repair vehicles or to allow for other necessary passage
around a building,

15.7 Community Appearance Standards
The purpose of community appearance standards is to promote public heaith, safety, and
welfare. Ecommcobjecuvmsmchxdetheenbamememmxipreservamnofpmpenyvames These

prhcipabthatcmmhhappmpﬁﬁewhxﬁomiodeﬁgﬁmbkm,kmaﬁopmﬂunﬁesthm
will develop a satisfactory visual appearance in the Town of Ridgely and that will enhance the
historical and cultural aspects of the Town and ensure that new construction and additions are
compatible with the existing architecture in the Town of Ridgely.

The following developments, constructions, buildings, structures, and additions shall require
approval from the Planning Commission or other review body appointed by the Town Commission
for the purpose of reviewing architectural and landscape design:

L. All major subdivision proposals and construction;

2. All commercial buildings and additions;

3. All industrial buildings and additions;

4 Allresidentialbnﬂdingsinanymdusaialorccmmcrcialzone;and
5 Any residential alteration in any industrial or commercial zone,
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Inmviewingandappmvmgtheappwameofanquu&edconsuuctiompropom addition,
ordteraﬁomtheththommissionwﬂlbegIddedbyD&ﬁgnGuideﬁmsdevebped for that
purpose by the Town of Ridgely. Additionally, the principal consideration is that the new
construction, alteration, addition, or development be compatible in design to the architectural
clmmctais&csofthemighbommmhitisbcatedandﬂmmepmpcsedworkbeappropriate
totheTownofRidgelyandﬂmgoalsandvisionsoftheComprehensivePlan.
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16.2 Central Business Planning District (C-2)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE
7,500 Square feet
50 feet wide and IOO&etdeep(theseareminhnumﬁ‘ontandsideyardlengths)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
Minimum front yard requirement shall be either 15 feet or an amount equal to the setback of

thebuildhxgsontheadjoirﬁngpmpertiestomhﬂainauniformmmcape.

Minirmum side yard requirements shall be ten feet on each side. However when the principal
buﬂdingis&beexpaﬁedmthewandﬂmeiscmemlymtthemquhedsidedepthme
addkbnmﬂnrwmyusedwe:dsm%ymddepthfmadistamethatismtgrmthm
one-halfofthedepthofﬂxee:dsﬁngpﬁndpﬂbtﬁldingonthepmpeﬂy. The same standard
shﬂapplyﬁ'themhcipﬂhﬁﬁhgonﬂwpmpmtybasheendamgedmdes&oyedhough
somefonnofaecidentthat'isnotrelatedtoneglectofthepropertyanditsromhw
maintenance,

Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 15 feet. This distance may inchide one half of the

existing alleyway to the rear of the property. However, there must be sufficient space at the
- rear of the property to park one or more vehiclesinawud-inpositionandfortheplacemt

ofﬁashreceptachsasspeciﬁedbyTownofRidgelyordinameforsuchitems.

DENSITY
Maximum density of principal buildings shall be 8 per acre.

HEIGHT
Maximum height of the principal building shall be 40 feet.

ZONING ORDINANCE; TOWN OF RIDGELY JUNE 1997

Page 87




16.3 Northeast Planning District (R-3)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE
15,000Squm'e&et(Excemdmtponionofthismmanddistrictthatﬁesaiong both sides of
the residential portion of North Maple Street. Along that portion of the district and
zone, the minirmm lot size shall be 7,500 square feet; that being the minimum lot size
of the properties along that street.)
90 feet wide and 100 feet deep (these are minimum front and side yard lengths)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
Minimum front yard requirement shall be either 30 feet or an amount equal to the setback of

theb‘ﬁldingsonﬂxeadjoinmgpmpeniestomhnainaunﬁ'orms&ectscape.

Minimum side yard requirements shall be ten feet on each side. However when the principal
hﬁhmgistobewmamiedtotherearandthemhcmemlymtthemquhedsidedemmw
addﬁbnmﬂwrwmywednemﬁngsideymﬂdemhfmammmismtgreataman
one-haﬁ'ofthedepthofthee:dsﬁngprincipﬂbtﬁldingontheproperty. The same standard
slnﬂapplyﬁtbcpr@ipdhﬁhhgonﬂmpmpeﬂyhasbeendamgedordes&oyedmmugh
some formofaccidentthatisnotrc]atedtoneglectofthepropertyanditsroutine
maintenance.

Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 35 feet. This distance may include one half of the
existing alleyway to the rear of the property.

DENSITY
Maximum density of principal buildings shall be 3 per acre.

HEIGHT
Maximum height of the principal building shall be 35 feet.
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16.4 North Planning District (R-3)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE
15,000 Square feet
100 feet wide and IOOfeetdeep(theseareminitnumﬁ-ontandsideyardlengths)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
MhhmmﬁodercqtﬁmshaﬂbeeﬁheﬂOfeaoranammmaqualtomesetback of

thebuﬂdingsonthcadjoinmgpmperti&tomahaainamiformstreetscape.
Mimmnnsxdeym'quunememsshaﬂbetenﬁetoneachsxde However when the principal
btﬁldmgmmbeexpmdedwthemmdﬂwremcmmlymttherequuedadedepth,the
addﬂmntoﬂrmmyuwﬂrmﬁmgsﬂeywddepmforadMameMBmtgrmermm
one—halfofthedepthofﬂaee:dstingpﬁncipalblﬁldh:gonthepropeny. The same standard
shaﬂapplyﬁthemhcipdhﬂdhgonthcpmpafylnsbeend&mgedordes&oyedthough
some fotmofaccidenttlmtisnotrelatedtoneglectofthcpmpertymditsroutm
maintenance.,
Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 25 feet.

DENSITY
Maximumdensityofprincipalbuﬂdingsshallbe3peracre.

HEIGHT

Maximum height of the principal building shall be 40 feet.
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16.5 Sunrise Avenue Planning District (R-3) and (C-3)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE-Residential

7,500 Square feet

75 feet wide and lOO&etdeep(theseareminhnumﬁomandsideyardlengths)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE-Commercial

20,000 Square feet

100 feet wide and IOOfeetdeep(thweareminimumﬁomandsideyardlengtbs)
MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS-Residential

Minirmim front yard requirement shall be either 25 feet or an amount equal to the setback of

ﬂxebtﬁldingsontheadjoinmgpmpeni&smmaintamauniformstreetscape.

Mininmum side yard requirements shall be ten feet on each side. However when the principal
buﬂdingistobeexpandedtotherearandthereiscmremlynottherequiredsidedepth,the
addﬁbnmthemnnyusethee:dﬁngsﬂe}mddepmforadistamcthmismtgmmamm
one-lmlfofthedepthofthce:dstingprhmipalbuﬂdingonthepmperty. The same standard
shaﬂapplyiftheprincipalbuﬂdmgonthepropertyhasbeendamagedordeslroyedthrougb
some form of accident that is not related to neglect of the property and its routine
maintenance.

Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 25 feet. This distance may include one half of the
existingalleywaytotherearoftheproperty.

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS-Commercial
Minimum front yard requirement shall be 50 feet.
Minimumsideandrearyardrequirememshallbe 10 feet.

DENSITY
Maxinmmdensityofresidenﬁalpﬁncipalbnﬂdingsshallbe6peracre.
Mmdmumdensityofconmmialprmcipa]buﬂdingsshanbe3 per acre.

HEIGHT
Maximum height of the principal residential building shall be 35 feet.
Maximumheightofthcprincipa]connnercialbuﬂdingshaﬂbe%feet.
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16.6 Cow Barn Road Planning District (R-3)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE
15,000 Square feet
100 feet wide and IOOfeetdeep(ﬂweearemininnnnﬁ'ontandsideyardlengﬂm)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
Minimum front yard requirement shall be 30 feet,

Mhﬂxmmﬁeyardrequiremnsshaﬂbctenfeetoneachside. However when the principal
buildingistobccxpandedtoﬂ:emarandthereiscmrem}ymttherequhedsidedepth,thc
addﬁbnmt!nrwnnymetbewdsthgﬁdeymddemhforadismmethatkmtgrmermm
one-halfofﬂmdepthofthee:dsﬁngpﬁncipalbuﬁd&xgonthepmpeny. The same standard
shﬂapplyﬁtheprhcipﬂhﬂdhgon%mope@hasbeendmgedord&&oyedthough
some form of accident that is not related to neglect of the property and its routine
maintenance.
Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 25 feet.

DENSITY
Maxhnumdensityofprhxcipdbuﬂdingsshaﬂbe3peracre.

HEIGHT

Maximumheightoftheprmcipalbuikﬁngsimubeﬁ feet.
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16.7 South Planning District (R-1) and (C-3) and (I-1)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE-Residential

7,500 Square feet

75 feet wide and IOOfeetdeep(th&seareminhmmﬁ'ontandsideyardlengths)
MINIMUM LOT SIZE-Commercial and Industrial

20,000 Square feet

100 feet wide and IOO&etdeep(thesearemininnnnﬁnmandsideyard!engths)
MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS-Residential

Minimum front yard requirement shall be either 25 feet or an amount equal to the setback of

the buildings on the adjoining properties to maintain a uniform streetscape.

Mhﬁ:mnnﬁeyazﬂrequhmmsshanbetenfeetoneachside.' However when the principal
hﬁldmgiswbeexpandedmthemrandmemkcmemlymtmerequiedsidedepmme
addﬁon&ﬂwmrmyusetheexkthgsideymﬂdcp&ﬁ)radismematismtgremamm
om-tmﬁ'ofthedepthofthee:dstﬁagprhcipalblﬁldmgonthepropeny. The same standard
slmllapplyiftheprincipalb:ﬁldingonthepmpenyhasbeendamgedordestroyedthmugh
someformofaccidemtbatisnotrelatedtoneglectofthepropertyanditsrouﬁne
maintenance.

Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 25 feet. This distance may include one half of the
existing alleyway to the rear of the property.
MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS-Commercial and Industrial
Minimum front yard requirement shall be 50 feet.
Minimum side and rear yard requirement shall be 10 feet.
DENSITY
dennnndensityofprincipalmidenﬁalbtﬂdingsshaﬂbereracre.
dennmdemﬂyofprincipalcommcrcial&indus&ialb\ﬁldhgsshaﬂbeBperacm.
HEIGHT
Ma)dnnnnlmightoftheprmcipalresidem'mlbuﬂdingshaﬂbe35 feet.
Maxhnmnlwighofthcprhcipa[mmmrcial&hdustdalbuﬂdmgsshaﬂbem&et.
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16.8 Sunset Boulevard Industrial Planning District (I-2)

MINIMUM LOT SIZE
20,000 Square feet
IOOfeetwideandZOOfeetdeep(thmeareminhmmﬁomandsidcyardlengths)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
bﬁnﬁmmﬁomyadreqtmmmmshanbeeitherSOfeetoranamoumequaitothesetbackof

thebuﬂdingsontheadjoinhxgpmpertiesmmintainamﬁformsu'eetscape.

Minimumﬁdeyardrequ&ementsshallbetwentyfeetoneachside. However when the
pﬁncipalhﬂdinghtobeamamdmtherwandthemkcmemlymtmerequhedside
depth,tbeadditiontotherearmayusethee)dsﬁngsideyarddepthforadistancethatisnot
gmatert!mnom-halfofthedepthoftheeﬁsﬁngptﬁmim]hﬂding on the property. The same
smdmdshaﬂapplyiftheprhcipﬂhﬂdhgonthempeﬁyhskendamgedordes&oyed
throughsomcformofaccidentthatismtrelatedtoneglectofthepropertyanditsroutine
maintenance.

Minimum rear yard requirements shall be 25 feet, This distance may include one half of the
existing alleyway to the rear of the property.

DENSITY
Ma.ximumdensityofprincipalblﬁldingsshallbeii per acre.
HEIGHT

Maximum height of the principal building shall be 50 feet.
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16.9  Sunset Boulevard Residential Planning District (R-2)

MINIMUM LOT SIZE
7,500 Square feet (for single-family homes; for other combinations, the minimum size shall
be an amount equal to the number of dwelling units multiplied by 7,500 square feet.)
75 feet wide and lOOfeet&ep(ﬂzeseareminhmmxﬁ-omandsideyardlengths)

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
Minimum front yard requirement shall be either 25 feet

Mininnnns'xleyardrequiremexﬁsslmllbetenfeetonwchside.

Nﬁninnnnrearya.rdrequirementsshanbezs feet. This distance may include one half of the
e)dstingaﬂeywaytotherearoftheproperty.

DENSITY

Ma:dmumdensityofprincipalbuildingsslmﬂbe6peracreforsingle~ﬁ1m1yhomesandten
per acre for other forms of housing.

HEIGHT

Maximmnheightoftheprincipalbuildingshaﬂbc35 feet.
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16.10 Supplementary Height Regulations
The height regulations as described and required in this document and set of regulations shall
not apply to the following items:
1 Belfries;
2 Chimneys;
3 Church Spires;
4 Conveyors
5. Cooling Towers;
6 Elevator Bulkheads;
7 Fire Towers;
8 Flag Poles;
9 Grain Elevators;
10.  Monuments;
1. Omamental Towers and Spires;
12. Radio and Television Antennas;
13.  Silos;
14.  Smoke Stacks;
15.  Stage Towers or Scenery Lofts;
16.  Tanks; and
17.  Water Towers and Standpipes.

16.11 Supplementary Area Regulations
Ihemquhenmnsforyardsmﬂsﬁmhropmspacﬁmybemdﬁdmmnpﬁﬁedandwqmed

by the Planning Commission in the following manner:

1. Wlwneveralotabinsuptoapublicalley,one~halfofthealleywidthmaybeconsideredas
a portion of the required yard; ;

2 Every part of a required open yard shall be open to the sky, except for ordinary projections
of sills, belt courses, window air conditioning units, chimneys, cornices, and ornamental
features which may project to a distance not to exceed 24 inches into a required yard,
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10.

11.

12

No accessory building shall project beyondarequiredyardﬁnealonganysﬁeetarinterior
line;

mmmmmmmmmmmmmm and C-3 area
provided that they are not less than leeetﬁ-omthestreetright—oﬁway;
Oned'n'ectionalormmesignorsignadvertksingprodmtssoldonmepremiswmyoccupy
a required yard if the following conditions are met:

a Thesignispermittedinﬂzatzoningdisuict;

b. ThesigncompﬁeswiththesignregulaﬁomofﬂxeTownofRidgely;and

c. Thesignisapprovedhythef’hmﬁngCommission_
Ormmnalwal!s,ihzo@gorhedgesmtmomtlmn4feaﬁxhciglnmypmjemm or enclose
anymuhedﬁnMwsfdeymdmdepthﬁomthesueeﬂMeeqﬁalmmemqu&eddembofme
front yard. Thesmxewﬁlapplytos:whitematthemryardthatabWsanyallex
Orna!m:talfencesorwallsmayprojectinto orencloseotherrequiredyards,prOVidedsuch
fencesandwaﬂsdénotexceedaheightof?ﬁet;
Accessorybtﬂldingswhichamnotapm'toftheminbuﬂdm& although they may be
mmwctedbyanopenbrmay,nmybewnanmwdm“wyard,pmvidedmhaccessory
building does not occupy fore than 30% of the required rear yard;
Whemmoﬂichlﬁmlmshemmablﬁwdforﬂmﬁnmwidem%oropenmgofameetupon
whichﬂxelotabuts,ﬂxenthedepthofa‘ﬁnmorsidcyardshallbemeasmedﬁomsuchofﬁcial
linetoﬂmnearestlimofthebuﬂding;

Forthepmposcofthesideyardregulations, agroupofcommcialormdusuialbuHMS
separatedbycomnmnorpartywaﬂsshaﬂbeconsideredasoncbuﬂdingoccnpyingonelot;
No sign, fence, wall, hedge, planting, or other obstruction to vision, extending to a height in
excess of 3 feetabovetheestabﬁshedsn'eetgmde,slmﬂbeaected,plamaormmtamd
wkhhﬂrmofawmbtﬂmisﬁnhdedbdmenmehcsofmcmsecﬁngmm
asuaightlinecomctingthematpohﬁsZOfeetdistanceﬁomﬂlecormrmtersecﬁonofthe
property lines; and

Ifﬂxeownerofabtmanydisuictdownotownapm'celoruactofland immediately adjacent
tosuchlot,andifthedeedormmwhichsuchowneracquimdtiﬂetomhlot
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170 PARKING, LOADING, AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS

Provisions for parking and loading and unloading are important in rural communities such as
Ridgely. The Central Business District is small and actively used. There is little room for additional
parkingexceptintherearlotsofsomeofthecommercialblﬁldings. The Planning Commission and
ﬂwTomComnﬁsbnshouHandshaﬂdimoumgeandpmhibhmemvﬂofeﬁstmgmﬁmmgs,in
gmdandsavbeabhwndﬁbnﬁombehgmwdmmpmkmgmmeCmnrdBusmessDimia
and elsewhere in the community unless there is no prudent and feasible alternative. In all cases, the

A PhnnmgConmﬁssbnshaﬂhaveﬂwmmoﬁwwahaormvemrkingandbadhgandmm

requirements if it can be demonstrated that the full and complete enforcement of the regulations
woukihaveanegaﬁwimpmontheecommicandcommerciallﬁ’eoftbccommmityaxﬂanegaﬁve
impact on the appearance and architectural character of the Town of Ridgely.

17.1 Definitions
Unless otherwise specifically provided or unless clearly required by the context, the words and
phrases defined below shall have the meaning indicated when used in this document:

Circulation Area that portion of the vehicle accommodation area used for access to parking or
loading areas or other facilities on the lot. Essentially, driveways and other
maneuvering areas (other than parking aisles) comprise the circulation area.

Driveway this term shall have two meanings. The first shall be that portion of the
vehicle accommodation area that consists of a travel lane bounded on either
side by an area that is not a part of the vehicle accommodation area. The
second shall be that commonly associated with residential properties and mean
that part of the property that is paved to provide off-street parking for
occuparts and users of the property and that part of a paved access that leads
from any form of street or cart way to a building or structure or an interior
portion of a property. |

Gross Floor Area the total area of a building measured by taking the outside dimensions of the
building at each floor level intended for occupancy or storage.

Loading and Unloading Area That portion of the vehicle area used to load and unload any vehicle.

w
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Vehicle Accommodation Area That portion of a lot that is used by vehicles for access, circulation,

parking, and loading and unloading. It comprises the total of the circulation
areas, loading and unloading areas,andpmkingareas(spacesandaisles).

Parking Area Aisles that portion of the vehicle accommodation area consisting of lanes providing

access to parking spaces.

Parking Space a portion of the vehicle accommodation area set for the parking of one

vehicle.

172 Number of Parking Spaces Required

ThePhnnmgConnnissionandtheZonmgAdmmisnaorsbaﬂberespons%kforme

enforcement of the following regulations and rules with regard to parking:

L.

All developments in all zoning districts other than C-2 shall provide a sufficient number of
parkingwacesm&cwmmdatethemmberofvehiclesthatordhmﬂyareﬁkelywbe
attracted to the development in question. Parking space requirements in the C-2 district will
be determined by the Planning Commission. When adequate off-street parking cannot be
pmc&aﬂypmvﬂedomsﬁehﬂxcadmme?m&mnﬁsionmayrequkethmme
developer or owner provide a fee-in-lieu for a waver of parking requirements. Such fees
shouldbeusedtohmvvethegemralpm‘kingofﬂ:eC—Z district or to improve the landscape
and overall appearance of the C-2 district;
When&tamh@gﬂwmnﬂmofpmﬁngspacesmmedﬁ)rmydevelopmmormﬁvﬁy, the
Planning Comissbnmayrequﬁeﬂntanyﬁactionalspace over one-half be converted to one
wbolespweandthatanyﬁ‘actionalspaceunderone—halfnotbeincludedinthecountofthe
total spaces required;

The Planning Com&bnaﬁownersanddevelopemandotherstowhomtheseregulatiom
might applywiﬂrecognizeﬂmtthepakmgrequhementscanmtmddonotcoverevery
possible situation that may arise. Therefore, in cases not specifically covered, the Planning
Conmﬁssionisamhorizedmdeterminethepmkingrcqmasagtﬁde;and
Theﬁwﬂowhgoﬁ-ﬂreﬁpmkhgspacesdmﬁbereqn&edformhuseamﬁmﬁonasmwz
a. Single-family residence - two spaces per dwelling;
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One-bedroomaparmaentsandtownhonses - 1.5 per unit;

Two-or more bedroom apartments and townhouses - 2.5 per unit;

Churches and Schools - 1 space for every 4 seats in the principal auditorium or 1
space for each ten classroom seats, whichever is greater;
LibmiegMnsemm,andPubﬁcBw-lspaceperZOf)squm&etofﬂoorarea;
Bmw&g,ormmwom-lsmpazmsqueetofﬂoorma;
Rwaanavenn,mﬁsmﬁhrusw-lspaceﬁ)rthwm,pmwpaceforeach
2 employees per shift, or 1 space per 200 square feet of floor area, whichever is
greater;
CMbaLodge&AsemblyHaBgmsinﬁ}muses-lspaceperZOOSqwefeﬂofﬂoor
area: .
RetailorServiceBusincssofanytype-lspaceﬁ)reachZOOsquarefeetofﬂoorarea;
GasolineFillingStation-IspaceforeacthOsquarefeetofﬂoorarm,butnotless
than 8 spaces;

Funeral Homes - 8 spaces for each parlor or 1 space for each 50 square feet of floor
area, whichever is greater;

Hotels, Motels,Inns,andLodgingHouses- 1.5 spaces per room:
BedandBreak&stEstabﬁshmcnts-lspaceperroom;

Manufacturing or Industrial Placts - 1.5 spaces for each 2 employees on the largest
working shift;

College or High School - 1 spacepersttsmthcmainauditoriumorSper
classroom,whicheverisgreater;
Elementazyoer'setySchool-lspaceperlOseatsmtbemahmuditoﬁumoerer
classroom, whichever is greater;
DayCareorFamﬂyDayCareCemer-lspaceperemployee
Sanitaﬁmn,ConvalescemHomeorsﬁnihruse-lspacepereve:y4paﬁembeds;
Stadium, Arena, Convention Hall - | space for every 4 seats;
OutdoorRecreaﬁonalarea-lOspacesperacreofuse;
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u. Bowling Alleys, Skating Rinks, Billiard Halls, Indoor Athletic and Exercise Facilities
and other similar uses - 1 spacefortheratedcapacityofthe&cﬂityphxs 1 space for
every employee on the largest shift;

v. Movie’fheaters-lspaceforevery4seats;

w. FoodStomgeLockers~1spaceforeveryZOOsquarefeetofcustomerservioearea;

X. GeneralSewiceorRepairEstabﬁshmems-lspaceforevmyZOOsquarefeet;and

Y. AuhnalHospitaI-lspaceforeveryquuareiéetofgmssﬂoorarea;

17.3  Prohibitions on Parking Activity

It shaﬂmtbepemiuedinmymsidemialzomormmeCen&a!BusmessDistﬁctforany
individual or person or organization to park more than one commercial-registration, heavy or large
truck of three or more axles or for gross vehicle weights more than 5 ton or any over-the-road tractor
trailer or any uncoupled trailer. Thissectionisnotintendedtoapplytocommercial“pick—up”mxcks
orpanelvansthathavee:dendedcabsoranadditionaldﬁveaxleortomksinanycommercialor
industrial zone. Whenever any of the above regulated items is to be parked, except for local
deliveries, they must be parked and left either on the owner’spropertyorleasedlandoeriately
adjacemtoandonthepubﬁcsueetofﬂnowner’spmpertyorlemdland Such vehicles should not
beleﬁwithﬂleircnginesorumtorsnnmingforlongperiodsoftimeandreﬁigerationunitsorother
auxiliary motors or engines should not be left in operation for extended periods of time; especially
from 10:00 PM until 7:00 PM. No such vehicle may be parked in any public alleyway. No such
vehicle may obstruct a driver’s view by being too close to any intersection or curve of a street or
streets. No such vehicle may occupy more than one-third of the public street or cart way.

17.4  Parking Space Dimensions and Other Criteria
‘Ihefollewingshaﬂapplytoaﬂparkingspacesandareas:

1. Eachpmkingspaceshaﬂbeatl%stl9feetlongand9feetwide;

2. Lincsdemarcaﬁngparkingspmesmaybedmwnatvariousangbsinrelaﬁontocurbsor
aishgmbngas&epmkingspmecwatedwﬁhhthemctmguh:areaofthcﬁmscompﬁes
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10.

11.

vahbmwmbenndeforpmhngformpedmddisabledpmomasismbﬁshedby
general principles of access and/or federal or state law;
Whﬁempﬂkhg&msmmi&ofmmtaﬁdeﬁrpmﬂklmﬂdng,thedhmmbmof&ch
space shall be at least 22 feet by 9 feet:
Dﬁvewaysslmﬂbenotmthmwfeetinwidthforone-wayu'aﬁcand18feetinwidthfor
two-way traffic;
Aﬂwnmmchlandhﬂusuhlmapmﬂmﬂpmvidemappmpﬁmfomofbkycbstomge
and parking for their customers and employees. The number and manner for such bicycle
pmmgslmﬂbedetamhedbyﬂmththomﬁsionwﬂhthchmnofthepmpenyowner
ortmntandwﬁhacomemforanytypeoffederalorstatelawthaxmlghtbeovmmdmgm
this regard,

Unless no other practicable alternative is available, vehicle accommodation areas shall be
d&ﬁgmdmﬂnt,whmmrmnhgmemaordmarymovemm&vehkksmayexﬁsuchm'eas
without backing into a public street. Thisrequirementdoesnotapplytoparkingareas
comsisting of driveways that serve dwelling units, although backing onto arterial streets is
discouraged;

Vehicle accommodation areas of all developments shall be designed so that sanitation,
emergency, and other public service vehicles can serve such developments without the
necessity of backing unreasonable distances or making other dangerous or hazardous turning
movements;
Evaywhmkacmmmdmionmeasbaﬂbedesignedmﬂmtvehickmamotcﬂendbeyond
the perimeter of such area onto adjacent properties or public right-of-ways. Such areas shall
alsobedmﬁgnedsotbatvehiclesdonmextendoversidewalksortendtobumpagainstor
damage any wall, vegetation, or other obstruction;
Ch’culationareasshallbedesignedsothatvehiclescanpromdsafelywimomposmga
dangertopedesumnsortooﬂmvehwlesandwnhommterfcmgwnhpatbngms,
Oﬁ-sﬁedpaﬂcmgﬁcﬁﬁmslmﬂbedmmdmemaaMmgwmerandtomewmdmge
to abutting property and/or public streets and alleys. Off-street parking areas shall be
ma'nnainedinaclwn,orderly,anddustﬁ‘eecoﬂdiﬁonattheexpemeoftheowneroﬂessee
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17.5

17.6

and not used for the sale, repair, or dismantling or servicing of any vehicles, equipment, or
materials. Inaddﬁon,theyﬂzanmtbeusedassalesareasorasopenstorageorwarehouse
areas.

Vehicle Accommodation Area and Travel Surfaces

The following rules shall apply to all vehicle accommodation areas and surfaces:
Vehicleaccounnodaﬁonateasshaﬂbegradedamdsurﬁcedwithasphalt, concrete, or other
mateﬁalthmMHpmvideemﬁvakemmwcﬁonagainstpothok&emsiomanddust,m
accordance with Town of Ridgely specifications;
Vehiclemlmeasexceptﬂ)raneysmdpﬁvatehnesonpﬁvatepmpertythatservenomore
tlmhmpmpexﬁwsbaﬂbegradedandam%dwithasptnh, concrete, or other material that
will provide equivalent protection against potholes, erosion, and dust, in accordance with
Town of Ridgely specifications;
Vehicleaoconnmdaﬁonareasand&avellmwsshaubemrkedwﬁheithercurbsorother
nnrkingsﬂ:atwﬂlindicatepmperuavelmdpaddngareasamdthatshallaidintheprevemion,
ofwaterandothermnoﬂ'fromtheimpervioussmﬁceofthemandhnes;

Single-family dwellings and other forms of residential housing shall have graded and paved
dﬁveway&vehickacconnmdmimmorpmkingspaoesbmtheymmtmqukedm have
cmbsorothernmrkhzgsofanytypembsssuchmighbeappmpﬁateanquuﬁedbyme
Planning Commission;
Aﬂpmidngspmesinmmnxmhlandmdmﬁalandmsidemmusesememforsmgle-ﬁmﬂy
dweEngsshaﬂbe&m@edeﬁtedﬁmsorotbermkhgsquuﬁedbytthhnﬁng
Commission and/or the Town Commission; and
Vehicleaccomnmdationareasshaﬂbepmperlynlailuainedataﬂtimesandmaﬂr%pects.

Special Provisions for Parking Requirements for Existing Buildings
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this ordinance, whenever the following conditions

might apply:
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Theree:dstsalotwithoneormorebuﬂdhxgsorstmctm'esonitconsmlctedbeforethe
effectivcdateofthisordinance;and
AchangeinusedoesnotﬁrvolveanyenhgementofaWﬁzreorbnﬂdhgonsuchlot;
Theparkingrequirememsthatapplytothatlotorparceleannotbesaﬁ%donsuchlot
becausethereismtsnﬂicientareaavaihbkonﬁmlotthatcanpracticablybeusedfor

parking.

Tlmnﬂndevebpermedonlycomplywiththewquhememsofmissemiononpmkmg, loading, and
unloading to the extent that:

1.

Parking space is practicably available on the lot where the development is located.

17.7 Phrking Area Screening and Landscaping

Thefoﬂowingaﬁeﬁaandguideﬁnesshaﬂbeusedtoemureﬂmpmkingmeasandvehick

accommodation areas are appropriate ly screened and landscaped:

L

P&khgmsﬁ)rSOrmmvdﬁchshaﬂbee&cﬁvelyscreenedoneachsidethatadjoinsor
is faced by a residential district. This shall consist of an ornamental wall, fence, or plantings.
Eachscreenshanbenotlessthan4feetandnotmorethan6feetinheightexccptforany
Mesthatmightbeplam&aspartofthatscreen;

Parkingﬁcﬂiﬁwwiﬂzworumepm'kingspmesvﬁﬂhave interiorhndscapingtbatoccupies
at least 10% of the net parking facility or area. This will not be required to include buffers

of 25 square feet. Eachplamingbedshallbeenclosedbyappropﬁatecmbingorsmﬁhr
de%ofatleastthhesinheiglﬁaboveﬁ:egmdeoftheparkhgm&ee;
SmceparkingﬁcﬂiﬁesatoroverI,SOOsquarefeetmsizeslmﬂlmveatleastonetreeper
each 1,500 square feet or fraction thereof.

Landscaping will include ground cover plantings and shrubbery. Flowering material is
encouraged. Non-plantnmterialmyheusedinadditiontoplantmaxerial;
Theownerofthepropertyshaﬂinstaﬂandmaimdnaﬂlandscapmg;
NomofmypmkingspaceshaﬂbecloserthanSfeettoanysu'eetﬁne;
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8. AnyﬁghﬁxguwdmmunﬁMeanyparﬁngmeashaubemmgedsoastodﬁemwaniﬁcial
light away from any residential district, occupied or not, and from any public road or cart
way; and

9. AnpaddngareasandﬁcﬂhiesforSwhkhsormmdxaﬂmqukethe%ﬁonofsﬁephns
withdetaﬂedlandscapingplansfottheappmvalofthePlamingConmﬂsskm

17.8 Loading and Unloading Areas
Thefoﬂowingmgulationsand@uimnmﬁs,m&ectto theinterpretationandoversight of the

Planning Commission, shall apply to all loading and unloading operations:

1. Whenever the normal operation of any development or enterprise requires that goods,

i

I

I

i

I

i

i

i

deliveryordﬁpmen:operationsmasafeandconvenienxmnnex;

. 2. Tlnbadh:gmﬁmhadhgmustbeof&xﬂicieﬁsizetomnmmdaxethemmberandtypes
of vehicles that are likely to use this area or operation, given the nature of the development

l in question. The following table and listing may be used by the Planning Commission in
providing guidance and making requirements for loading and unloading areas. However, the

E Planning Commission may alter the following table as necessary for a particular operation or

. enterprise. That table or chart is as follows:
a. 1,000 to 19,000 square feet - 1 loading and unloading space;

' 20,000to75,0005quarefeet-2loadingandunloadmgspaces;

|

|

|

l

|

l

&

c. 75,001 to 100,00 square feet - 3 loading and unloading spaces;
d. 100,001 to IS0,000squarei"eet-4loadingandunloading spaces;
e. 150,000 to 200,000 square feet - 5 loading and unloading spaces;
f 200,001 to 250,000 square fet - 6 loading and unloading spaces; and
g For buildings above this size, an amount in proportion to the above numbers.

3. Forpropertiesﬂ:athavesuﬂicientstagingareaswithinthch'omlands,thenumberofloading
and!mloadh:gspacwnﬁgInbereducedbythePlanning Connnissionuponappﬁcaﬁonbyﬂxe
ownerortenamandbyadenwnstrationandproofthatsuﬂicientstagingmdloadingand
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i
. unloading areas are available upon that single parcel or parcels under single ownership or
. controlandusedforthesameactivity;
4. Loadhgandmbadﬁ:gar&sdnﬂbewbcﬁedand@gnedﬂntﬂmwhiclesiﬂemdmuse
. themcanzmneuversafelyandconvenienﬂytoandﬁ'omapubﬁcdght—oﬁ-wayandﬂmtthe
complete loading and unloading operations shall not obstruct any public right-of-way or any
. parking space or aisle;
5. Noareaalbcatedforbadmgandunbadingﬁcﬂitiesnmybeusedtosa:isi}rthearea
' requirements for off-street parking, nor shall any portion of any off-street parking area be
usedtosaﬁsfythearmrequﬁemntsforioadingandlmbadingﬁcﬂﬁies;and
. 6. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this ordinarce, whenever the following conditions
. a There exists a lot with one or more buildings or structures on it constructed before
the effective date of this ordinance:
' b. Aclmgeinusedomnotinvolveanyenhrgementofastmctm'eorbuﬂdingonsmh
lot; and
. c. Thebadmgorunloadjngﬁciﬁtquuiremmthatapplymthatbtorpmcelcamot
besaﬁsﬁedonsuchbtbecausethereismtaﬁciemareaavailableonthelotthatcan
! practicably be used for loading or unloading.
Tlmnthedevelommdonlyoomplywithﬂxemquﬁemgofthissecﬁonon loading, and unloading
l to the extent that:
' L. Loadingandmloadﬁ:gspaceispracticably available on the lot where the development is
located.
I
i
|
I
|
l
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10.

18.2

No off-premises signs are permitted;

Political signs or posters may be erected upon private property provided the person

responsible for the erection or distribution of such signs, the property owner, or an agent of

thepropertyownersmmenmvemesignsorposterswithin 15 days after the election to
thhthcyamaddmsseiunlwssmhsignsorpostemsmnmthobeaddressedtom
ebcticntobeheld\vithinthenext%days;

Everyappﬁcaﬁonforasignpennitshallbesubmittedtothemanning Commission for

approval;

Eachappﬁcaﬁonforasignpemﬁtshaﬂincmdethefolbwinginfonmﬁon;

a Thedimemionsofthesignanditssnpporﬁngsmmnn‘e. In addition, the dimensions
ofandbcaﬁonontbebuﬂdingwaﬂsur&ce,wlmnthesignistobeanacmdtoa
building;

b. Theproposedh@aﬁonofthesigninrehﬁontoﬂxboundariesofthelotuponwhich
it is to be situated;

c. The working or design to be carried on the sign;

d. Thenmmerofilhnninatingam!secmingthesigntoabuﬂding, structure, or ground;
and

€. Materials to be used in the construction of the sign.

Removal of Signs

The following shall apply to all signs in the Town of Ridgely:
Anysignassociatedwﬁhmactivﬁyonavacatedprenﬁsesshanbemved&omthe
prcmises,ahere¢ormmfacedbytheownerorhsseewithm6mnthsﬁomthethmsuch
mmcmmmmeﬁghwmmtdisphyktwranmrﬂs,symbob,ﬁgmm,designg
or other device for visual communication pertaining to the former activity;
Aﬂsignsshaﬂbemaintaimdingoodconditionandappearame. TheZonmgAdmm:strator
stmﬂrenwveorcausctobemnmvedanysignwhichshowsgrossnegbcgbecomes
dilapidated or where the area around such sign is not well maintained;
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3. The Zoning Administrator shall remove or cause to be removed any sign erected or

maintamdinconﬂictwiththisordinanceiftheownerorhsseeofeitherthesiteorthesign
ﬁ\ibtoconectﬂxeviohﬁonwithinmdaysaﬂermceivingwrittennoticeofviolationﬁ'omthe
Zoning Administrator. RznmvalofasignbytheZonmgAdmi:ﬁsu-atorshaﬂnotaﬂ’ectany
prowedmgsinstitmadpriortotherenmvalofsmhsign.
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19.0 NONCONFORMING USES

W’nhhﬁmvmiousmnhzgdistﬁcmwabﬁsMbythismgulaﬁonandordinameandits
mMstyiﬂabeadoMthcmeﬁﬂbt&Wumhﬁldhgs,andusesofhndam
improvements and developments which were lawful before this ordinance was passed or amended,
bmwhk:hwouldbeprohibiwd,regulated,orrestrictedunderthetermsofthisordinanceorﬁxture
amendments. Therefore, it is the intent of this section of this ordinance to permit these
nom@rmﬂhstocominueumﬂtheymmmvedbtnmttocomimmtheﬁmm Single-family
residemialdwellingsthatarelocatedinacommrcialorindustrialzoncmanexceptionandare
treated separately in a separate section below.

All nonconforming uses except single-family dwellings in the industrial or commercial zones
are declaredbythisordinancetobemcompatiblewiththepermittedusesinthezoningdisuicts
involved. Itisﬁuﬂmﬂwhﬁem&th'sordmmeﬂatthemmonﬁ)mﬁiesslmﬂmtbeenhrgedupom
expanded or extended, nor be used as grounds for adding other structures or uses prohibited
elsewhere in the same zoning district. Exceptaspermittedehewberemthismﬁon,annnconfomﬁng
useofhml,oranomonﬁ)rminguseofas&mtmeand/orlandshaﬂnotbeextendedorenlargedaﬂer
passagcofthisordinancebyattachmentonahﬂdingorpremises,orbytheaddiﬁonofotheruses
ofanaturewhichwouldbepmhibitedinthemningdistrictmvolved In particular, this regulation
shaﬂapplytoandpreventtheadditionoranincreaseinthenumberofdweﬂinglmitsorhabitations
inmulti-fhmi]yhousingthatislocatedintlwsingle—famﬂy(R—l)and(R—S)zoningdistricts. It shall
abobed&sigmdandhnendedtoreducethenmnberofnnﬂﬁ-ﬁnﬁlyhousmgunﬁs, dwelling units, or
habitations in those single-family zoning districts.

19.1 Hardship
Toavoidmdmhmds&ﬁp,notbhgmthisordhmceshﬂbedeemedtorequireachangeinthe
plans, construction, or designated use of any building on which actual construction was lawfully
begmpriortothee&cﬁvedateofadoptionormndmmofthisordinanceanduponwhichactual
building construction has been diligently carried on. Actual construction is hereby defined to include
the placing of construction materials in permanent position and fastened in a permanent marnmer;
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except&ﬂwi&mdmﬁdonormmvdofmeﬁsﬁnghﬁhhgimsbeenmbstmﬁaﬂybegtm
preparatory to rebuilding, such demolition or removal shall be deemed to be actual construction,

provided that work shall be diligently carried on until completion of the building involved.

19.2 Nonconforming Lots of Record
Notwithstanding limitations imposed by other provisions of this ordinance, a single-family

dwellmgandmmyawessorybuﬂdmgsmybeerectedonanysmglelotofrecordattheeﬂ’ectxve
dateofadoptmnoramendmemofth:sordmanceexceptmthemdustnalandcommcmlzonmg
districts. Ibmmovmmslmﬂapplyevmﬂmughmhbtsfaﬂmmeetmereqmmmsforthemnmg
district for width, length, or area, or any combination that are generally applicable in the zone,
provided thatyatddhaensionsshaﬂconformtothefolbwmg requirements:

1. ThesumofthesideyardsmeednotexceedBO%ofthewidthofthelot,butinnocaseshaﬂ
any side yard be less than 10% of the width of the lot;

2. Thcremyardmedmtexceedw%ofthedepthofthelotbminnocaseshallbelessthan
10%;

3. Theﬁontym‘dsetbackmednotexcwdthatestabﬁmcdbybtﬁldmgsonlotsonbothsidesof
theiotinqu&stion,orbythemajorityofthekotsintheblockinwhichthenonconformh:glot
is located; and

4. Except as above stated, no portion of any parcel shall be used or sold which does not meet
lot width, depth, and area requirements established by this ordinance, nor shall any division
oftheparcelbemdewhichleavesremaininganymwlotwithwidth,depth,orareabelow
the requirements stated in this ordinance.

19.3 Nonconforming Uses of Land Other Than Nonconforming Residential Uses in the
Commercial or Industrial Zoning Districts
Where, at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this ordinance, lawful use of land
exists that is made no bngerpermism’blemderthctermsofthisordinanceasenactedorﬁmmded,
such use may be continued, so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following

provisions:
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Nosuchmmonﬁ)mﬁnguseshaﬂbeenlarged or increased, no extended to occupy a greater
area of land than was occupied at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this
ordinance;
Noswhnonoouﬁmninguseshanbeenlazgedorhmeased,noextendedtooccupyagreater
area of land than was occupied at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this
ordinance; and

If any suchnonconforminguseoflandoeasesforanymsonforaperiodofmorethan90
mmmofmmhhnddnﬁmnformmummguhﬁonsspeciﬁedbytbisordhmme
for the district in which such land is located.

Nonconforming Structures and Buildings other than Nonconforming Residential Uses
in the Industrial and Commercial Zoning Districts
Where a lawful structure or building exists at the effective date of adoption or amendment of

misordhmwebymonofmicﬁomonmbtoomge,heigm,yardsize, or other characteristics
ofthestmctureorbtﬁldingoritslocationonmelotorparcel,smhbuildingorsmlcturemaybe
continued so long as it remains otherwise lawfil, subject to the following provisions:

1.

19.5

No suchbuﬂdingorsu'ucunemaybeenhrgedoraheredmanywaythatincreasesits
nonconformity;

Shouldsuchsummreorblﬁldingbedesu'oyedbyanymeansto an extent of more than 50%
of its replacement cost at the time of destruction as determined by the Building Inspector, it
shallmtberecomwdexceptinconfomﬁtywiththepmvisionsofthisordinance;and
Shouldsuchsu'ucmreorhﬁldingbennved for any reason for any distance whatever, it shall
thereaﬁerconibrmtotheregulationsforthezoningdistdctinwhichitislocatedaﬁcritis

moved.

Nonconforming Uses of Structures and Buildings other than Nonconforming

Residential Structures and Buildings in the Industrial and Commercial Zoning Districts
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If a lawful use of a structure or of a structure or building and premises in combination, exists

at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this ordinance, the lawful use by be continued so
long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1.

19.6

Noe:dstingstructm'eorbuildingdevotedtoausenotpermittedbythisordmanceinthe
mﬂngdistrictinwhichﬁisbcated,exceptdwclﬁng,shaﬂbeenhrg&extm
constructed, reconstructed, moved, or structurally altered except in changing the use of a
sﬁuaumorbuﬂdingtoauseperminedinthemningdisnicthhichﬂisbcated;
Anywnfomhgusemybeexp@edu&tﬁnabuﬂdhgwhichwasamngedordesignedfor
suchuseatﬁwﬁmofadopﬁonoramendmentofthisordinance,butnosuchuseshallbe
extendedtooccupyanylandomsidesuchbuﬂdingorstmcmre;

If no structural alterations are made, any nonconforming use of a structure or structure and
mmnﬁ&mebechmgedtoamﬂrrmmonﬁ)rmingusemovidedthatmeBomdoprpeah
mquuireappmpriateconditionsandm&guardsinaccordwiththcprovisionsofthisemire
ordinance;
Anystmctm'eorbuﬂdingorstmctmeandlandrcombhmﬁon,orominwhichanonconforming
useismpersededbyapennitteduse,shaﬂthefeaﬁerconformtothereglﬂationsforthezonc
mwhkh&whsmmneisbcateimﬂﬂrmmonﬁ)mﬁngusenmymttherwﬁerberemmed;
In any residential district when a nonconforming use of a structure, building or structure,
building and land combination is discontinued or abandoned for 6 consecutive months for 18
months during any three-year period, the structure, building or structure and premises in
combination shall not thereafter be used except in conformance with the regulations of the
zoning district in which it is located; and

Where the nonconforming use status applies to a structure and premises in combination,
removal or destruction of the structure shall eliminate the nonconforming status of the land.

Repairs and Maintenance to Nonconforming Structures other than Residential
Structures in a Commercial or Industrial District
On any building or structure devoted in whole or in part to any nonconforming use, work may

be done in any period of 12 consecutive months for ordinary repairs, or on repair or replacement of
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200 ADEQUATE FACILITIES REQUIRED

Unless specifically indicated otherwise, the provisions of this article and section shall apply
only to major subdivisions, townhouse developments, multi-family development projects, and to all
new industrial and commercial development.

The Planning Connnissionslmﬂreviewallsubdivisionrequestsandaﬂcommercialand
industrialdevelopmentaudallsiteplansofsuchtodeterminewhethereﬁstingorplannedpublic
facilities are adequate to serve the needs of the subdivision or of the commercial or industrial
development. H@ththommissiondetemﬂnesthﬂadequatepubﬁcﬁcﬂiﬁesdomte:ds@it
may deny approval for the subdivision or for the commercial or industrial development.

Publkﬁmcﬂiﬁmthatmybewmideredun@thisaﬁicleandseﬁionhchde, but shall not be
limited to the following enumeration and listing:
1 Sewer;
2 Water;
3 Roads;
4 Drainage;
5. Schools;
6 Fire Protection;
7 Police Protection; and
8 Solid Waste Collection and Disposal.

The Planning Commission shall develop regulations and detailed guidance for the creation of
major subdivisions and for commercial and industrial development. As a part of those regulations and
detailedg!ﬁdmce,thePIanningCommissionsbaﬂhavetheabﬂhyaﬂdslnﬂrequ&eﬂleappﬁcamfor
subdivisions and industrial and commercial development to provide plans and specifications that
demonstrate that the proposed action will not over tax or over extend the current facilities in the
Town of Ridgely. Those regulations shall be approved by the Town Commission.
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21.0 PLANNING COMMISSION
To better facilitate the growth and development of the Town of Ridgely, there shall be a
Planning Commission as part of the municipal government.

21.1 Composition and Appointment
There is hereby created a Planning Commission consisting of 5 members, appointed by the
Commissioners of Ridgely. All members shall be residents of Ridgely. The term of office of
each member is 5 years. Vacancies shall be filled by the Town Commissioners for the
unexpired ter of any member whose seat becomes vacant. After a public hearing before the
Town Commissioners, members may be removed for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or
malfeasance in office. The Town Commissioners shall file a written statement or reasons for

the removal.

21.2 Officers
Thethm!ngConmisshnshanehaatﬁsﬁrﬁmetmgmeachmhndmywachakmnand
a vice-chairman from among the appointed members. Each will serve for 1 year or until their
successors are elected. In the event of a vacancy in either of said offices, a successor shall be elected
to serve for the unexpired term of the vacated office. In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman shall serve as Acting Chairman. The Zoning Administrator shall serve as Executive

Secretary to the Planning Commission.

213 General Powers and Dauties
The Planning Commission shall have the following powers and duties:
1. To review, evaluate, and approve or disapprove plans for subdivisions and for commercial
and industrial development;
2. To review and make recommendations to the Ridgely Comprehensive Plan regarding:
a Proposed changes or amendments to the Ridgely Comprehensive Plan;
b. Proposed text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance;
c. Proposed text amendments to the Subdivision Regulations;

m
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21.5

d. Proposed rezonings;

e. Proposed acquisition and development of lands for Town open space or for recreation
programs;

f Proposed changes in land use or development arising from local, state, or federal
programsorpoﬁciesorfordecisionsbythcjudicialsystm@mig&impact
planning and zoning and subdivision activity in Ridgely; and

g All development plans and other actions that are referred to it by the Town
Commission.

Meetings

The following shall apply to ail meetings of the Planning Commission:

Meetings of the Planning Commission shall be held once each month, at the call of the
Chairman, at the request of three members of the Planning Commission, or at the request of
theTownConnn'msion,andatmhothertimesasthePlaﬂningCommissinnmaydctermine;
The presence of 3 members of the Planning Commission shall constitute a quorum for the
conduct of business; and

An affirmative vote of 3 members shall be required to effect a decision or recommendation
of the Planning Commission.

Rules of Procedure

The following rules of procedure shall apply to meetings of the Planning Commission:

The meetings of the Planning Commission shall be open to the public, but the Planning
Commission may limit public participation by resolution for a particular matter or submission.
When appropriate, the Planning Commission may adjourn to Executive Session, but only in
accordance with appropriate Maryland State Law;

For proceedings before the Planning Commission which require a public hearing, see Article
23 of this ordinance;

At the meetings of the Planning Commission, any interested person shall have the right to
submit, in accordance with the established rules, oral or written testimony and comment;
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21.6

The Planning Commission may adopt by resolution, additional rules of procedure provided
such rules are consistent with this ordinance and applicable state laws and regulations. Such
rules as adopted shall be available to the public;

The Planning Commission shall have the authority to consult legal counsel when necessary
before rendering any decision or making any recommendations; and
ThePlamingCommissionshaﬂhavcthcauthoﬁtytotableanyreqwsotlmtitmaygather
additional information before rendering any decision or making any recommendations.

Records

The following shall apply:
TerhnﬁngConmﬁssbnﬂmﬂkeepmﬁMesofaﬂofﬂspmceédhgswhkhshmﬂmMﬂm
names of the members present, a summary of all testimony, comment, or evidence presented,
theexhibﬁsprweM&andﬂrd&isbnorrwonmndaﬁonoftheththomissiom The
minutes shall also show the vote of each member upon each question, or, if absent of failing
to vote, indicating that fact; and

A permanent file of each proceeding, including applications and the minutes, shall be
maintained in the Town Office and shall be a public records.
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220 BOARD OF APPEALS
There shall be a Board of Appeals appointed by the Commissioners of Ridgely.

22.1 Organization

The Board of Appeals shall consist of 3 members, all of whom shall be residents of the Town
of Ridgely. Mbasmmh@pomwdeMaMconﬁnmdbytheComnissiomand
shall serve without compensation. Membersshaﬁberemovablcforcauseuponmittencharges,and
after a public hearing. Of the members first appointed, one shall serve for 1 year, one for 2 years, and
one for 3 years. 'Ihereaﬁer,membersshallbeappointedfortermsofoearseach. Vacancies shall
beﬁlbdinalikemnmrandforﬂzetemindcrofthcmlexpiredtermofthepredecessor.

22.2 Alternate Members
The Town Commissioners shall designate 1 alternate member for the Board of Appeals who
may sit on the Board in the absence of any member of the Board. When the alternate is absent, the

Commissioners may designate a temporary alternate.

22.3 Officers
The Board shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman from among its members, each to

serve for one year or until their successors are elected. In the event of a vacancy in either of said
offices, a successor shall be elected to serve for the unexpired term of the vacated office. In the
absenceoftherairman,theVice-ChahmanshaﬂserveasActingChairm The Zoning
Administrator shall serve as Executive Secretary of the Board of Appeals.

22.4 General Powers
The Board of Appeals shall have the following general powers:

1. Tohearanddccideappealswhereitisaﬂegedthatthereiserrorinanyorder,requh'ement,
decision, or determination made by the Zoning Administrator in the enforcement or this

.
Ordinance;
k4
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22.6

22.7

Toh@armddecidespechlexcepﬁomtothetermsofthis()rdinanceuponwhichsuchBoard
isspwiﬁcallyauthoﬂzedtopassunderthisOrdinance;

To amhorizexmonappedmspeciﬁccmsmhvmiameﬁommespeciﬁctermsofthis
Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special conditions,
theenﬁ:mmafthemovisbmofthisOtdimMHmﬁtmunwamndedship,m
iqimﬁce,hﬁwhhhwﬂlnwﬁnmﬂymnpl’mbﬂrmseandhﬂemoﬁhisomhmme;md
To daermim,incasesofummamty,thechssiﬁcaﬁomastodis&ictofanyusemt
speciﬁcallynamedinthisOrdinance;provided,however,suchuseshaﬂbemkeepingwith
uses specifically named in the district regulations.

Meetings

The following shall apply to all meetings of the Board of Appeals:
MeetingsoftthoardononmgAppealsshaﬂbeheldatthccaﬂoftheChairmamandat
such other times as the Board may determine; and

Two (2) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

Rules of Procedure

The following rules of procedure shall apply to all meetings of the Board of Appeals:

The meetings of the Board of Zoning Appeals shall be open to the public, but public
participation may be limited to periods during which testimony is permitted;

The Chairman or in his absence the Acting Chairman, may administer oaths and may compel
the attendance of witnesses; and

The Board of Zoning Appeals may adopt by resolution additional rules of procedure,
providedsuchnﬂcsareconsistentwiththisOrdinanceandwithappﬁcable State enabling
legislation. Such rules shall be available to the public.

Decisions of the Board of Appeals

The following shall apply to decisions of the Board of Appeals:
An affirmative vote of 2 members shall be required to effect any decision of the Board;
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2. AmemberoftheBoatdwhodidnotattendthepubﬁchearingonanappﬁcationshaﬂnot
participate in the decision on said application;

3. The Board may meet in executive session, in accordance with State Law, when deliberating
aswwhmkskcisbnshou!dbemanymomdingwhichhasbeenpmviomlyﬁﬂlthdmd
concluded before it;

4, 'I’heBoardshallraﬂm'itsdecisioninopenswsionwﬁhin30daysfoﬂowingﬂ1ecloseofthe
public hearing;

5. Aﬂdec'mionsslmﬂbemcor&dhﬂxmﬁﬂesandshaﬂkmhdeﬁndingsofﬁwtbased directly
on the particular evidence presented to the Board, the conclusions of the Board and the
reasons therefore;

6. Each decision shall also include the names of the members of the Board who voted or who
were present when a vote was taken, and shall indicate the manner in which each member
voted; and

7. A copy of each decision shall be furnished to the applicant(s), the Ridgely Planning
Deparumntandanyotherpanytothepmceedingswiﬁmutcharge.

22.8 Records

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall keep minutes of its proceedings. The minutes shall
contain the exhibits presented at the hearing, a summary of all testimony or evidence presented, and
the decision of the Board. All applications for hearings and the minutes shall be a public record.

22.9 Applications
All applications to the Board of Appeals shall comply with the following:

1. AppealstotheBoardoprpealsnmybetakenbyanypersonaggrieved,orbyanoﬂicer,
department, board, or bureau of the Town affected by any decisions-of the Zoning
Administrator. Such an appeal shall be taken within 2 weeks following the action so appealed
by filing with the Zoning Administrator and with the Board of Appeals a notice of appeal,
specifying the grounds thereof;
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22.10

Anappmlstaysaﬂmocwdhgshﬁnﬂmceofmeacﬁonappeabdﬁnmmkssthehmng
AdnﬁnMOrcmiﬁestochMaﬂermﬁceofappedﬁleswﬁhhhn/hﬂ,mmbymason
offactinthecase,astaywouldinhisopinion,causeimminentpeﬁltolifeandproperry,
All applications for hearings shall be made on forms approved by the Board of Zoning
Appeals and shall be available from the Zoning Administrator:

Each application shall be signed by the applicant(s), such as an owner, tenant, contract
purchaser, or appointee of property involved, the protestant(s), or the agent or attorney of
any of them; and

Applications, together with all required information and fees shall be filed with the Zoning
Administrator at least 18dayspriortothemeetingoftheBoardatwhichtheapplicaﬁonis
to be considered. '

Special Exceptions
In order to provide for adjustment in the relative location of uses and buildings of the same

or of different classifications, to promote the usefulness of this Ordinance as an adjustment, and to
supply the necessary elasticity to its efficient operation, special exceptions are permitted by the terms
of this Ordinance. Under general requirements:

1.

The Board shall have the power to approve special exceptions for any of the uses for which
this Ordinance requires obtaining of such exceptions and for no other use or purpose. The
Board shall not grant a special exception except in conformance with the conditions and
standards of this Ordinance;

In granting a special exception, the Board shall make findings of fact consistent with the
provisions of this Ordinance. The Board shall grant a special exception only if it finds
adequate evidence that any proposed use submitted for a special exception will meet all of the
standards listed for the proposed uses. The Board shall, among other things, require that any
proposed use and location be: :

a In accord with the Town's Comprehensive Plan and consistent with the spirit,

purposes, and intent of this Ordinance;
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Suitable for the property in question and designed to be in harmony with and
appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general
Suitable in terms of effects on Street traffic and safety with adequate access
arrangements to protect streets from undue congestion and hazard.

The Board may impose whatever conditions regarding layout, circulation, and performance
it deems necessary to insure that any proposed development will secure substantially the
objectives of this Ordinance. The Board shall consider recommendations of the Planning
Commission, if any, prior to rendering a decision.

22.11 Variances

The Board of Appeals shall have the power to grant variances of the following types and in
accordance with the following standards:
1. Types of Variances:

a Yard, area or bulk requirement;

b Bulk, area or height of structures.;

c. Height or size of signs.; and

d Placement of earth satellite antennae.

2. Standards for Granting a Variance:

a. Strict enforcement of this ordinance would produce unnecessary and undue hardship
as distinguished from variations sought by applicants for purposes or reasons of
convenience, profit or caprice;

b. Such hardship is the result of special conditions an/or circumstances not generally

shared by other properties in the same zoning district or vicinity, and which are
peculiar to the land, structure or building involved. Such conditions and/or
circumstances may include but are not limited to the following: exceptional
narrowness or shallowness or both, or irregular shape or topography of the property;
unusual and limiting features of the building; or the effective frustration or prevention
of reception of satellite programming due to the presence of a physical object or
objects which obscure the line of sight, when such object or objects cannot be easily
removed;
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c. Such special conditions or circumstances must not be the result of any action or
actions of the applicant;

d. Gramingofﬂxevariancemustbeinharmonywiththegeneralpmposeandhnemof
the ordinance and must not be injurious to adjacent property, the character of the
neighborhood or the public welfare;

€. Gtanﬁngthevariameshaﬂnotaﬂowauseexpmsslyorbyﬁnpﬁcaﬁonpmhibﬁedm
the zoning district involved;

f The condition, siumtbnorinte@dmeofthepmpertycomerwdisnot of so general
or recurring a nature as to make practicable a general amendment to the ordinance;
and

g Thevadancegrantedmustbetbeminimumnecessarytoaﬁ‘ordreﬁeﬁ

22.12 Lapse of Special Exception or Variance

After the Board of Appeals has approved a special exception or granted a variance, the
special exception or variance so approved or granted shall lapse after the expiration of 1 year if no
substantial construction or change of use has taken place in accordance with the plans for which
such special exception or variance was granted, and the provisions of this Ordinance shall then
govern.

22.13 Appeals from certain Zoning Decisions

Any person described in the appropriate sections of the Maryland Annotated Code, Article
66B, may appeal any decision to the Board of Appeals and any zoning decision of the Commissioners
of Ridgely to the Circuit Court for Caroline County in the manner and by the method set forth in the
Maryland Rules. Nothing herein contained shall change the existing standards for review of any such
appeal.
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23.0 AMENDMENTS

Because of the changing nature of land-use needs and because of changing conditions,
these ordinances and regulations may be altered by the Commissioners of Ridgely using these
regulations as rules of procedure.

23.1 Provisions for Amendment

ﬂmRegzhﬁonam&kﬁonachssiﬁcaﬁonaaMMmdmhssetfor&htﬁsordﬁmmemay
ﬁnmtﬁmtothmbeamnded,supplanted,modiﬁed,orrepealedbytheConnm‘ssionersofRidgely.
The reclassification of any property and the relocation of zone boundaries shall be deemed an
amendment to this Ordinance and subject to the provisions of this section.

23.2 Initiating Amendments :

PmpomkforanmdhgﬂrZoningOrdmmceMmaybemaﬂcbymyhﬁereswdpersonor
governmental agency. Proposa!sforamendmentoftheOﬁcialTownZoningMapsmaybc%dby
any governmental agency or by a person with a committed financial, contractual, or proprietary
interest in the property to be affected by the proposed amendment.

23.3 Procedare for Amendments
Anyoﬁc'mﬂy&damendmentorotherchangeshaﬂﬁrstberefenedbytthown

Commissioners to tile Planning Commission for an investigation and recommendation. The Planning

Commission or staff shall cause such investigation to benmdeasﬂleydeemnecessary,andforthe
purpose may require submission of pertinent information by any person concerned, and may hold such
informal public hearings as are appropriate in their judgement.

The Planning Commission shall submit their recommendation and pertinent supporting
information, to the Town Commissioners within 60 days, unless an extension of time is granted.

After receiving the recommendations of the Planning Commission concerning a proposal for
amMnrmwﬂnZonEgOrdimmewm,theTownConnmsiomrsshaﬂdewmﬁmmmerormt
said proposal is suitable to warrant the introduction of legislation and to that end may conduct any
infommlhearingsasmitssolediscreﬁonitdeemsappropﬁate. :

Upon introduction of legislation, the Town Commissioners shail hold a public hearing in
reference thereto andshaﬂgivepublicmticeofsuchhwinginaccordancewiththepmvisionsof
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After receiving the recommendations of the Planning Commission concerning any proposal for
amendment of the Official Zoning Maps and before adoption or denial of same, the Town
Commissioners shall introduce legislation for the proposed change and hold a public hearing in
reference thereto in order that parties of interest and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard.
The Town Commissioners shall give public notice of such hearing in accordance with the provisions
of this ordinance.

Regmdmofanmﬂmmtype,aoomleterecordofﬂaeheamg,andthevotesofallmembers
of the Town Commissioners in deciding all questions relating to the proposed amendment shall be

kept.

Upon passage of a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, the affected page(s) may be
removed from the Ordinance and page(s) containing the amended language inserted and footnoted.
A list of amendments shall be maintained with appropriate dates at the end of this Ordinance.

23.4 Required Site Visit
The Town Commissioners shall not approve or disapprove any application for the
reclassrﬁcatmnoflandxmlessandunﬁlavmttothesrte in question has been made by at least a
myofthemnbersmordertompectﬂlephyswdfeatmes of the property and to determine the
character of the surrounding area. However, notwithstanding the provisions of this Section,
application for a map amendment shall be decided upon the basis of the evidence of record. Such Site
visit shall not be required for sectional or comprehensive reclassification.

23.5 Findings for Reclassification

Where the purpose and effect of the proposed amendment is to change the zoning
classification of property, the Town Commissioners shall make findings of fact in each specific case
including but not limited to the following matters: population change, availability of public facilities,
present and fiture transportation patterns, compatibility with existing and proposed development, and
compatibility with the Town's Comprehensive Plan, The Town Commissioners may grant the
reclassn’ﬁmtionbaseduponaﬁndingthatthemwasambstamialchangeinthcchmacterofthearea
where the property is located, or that there is a mistake in the existing zoning classification and that
a change in zoning would be more desirable in terms of the objectives of the Town of Ridgely
Comprehensive Plan,
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The fact that an application forreclassiﬁcationcompﬁeswithaﬂofthespeciﬁcrequiremnts
and purposes set forth in this ordinance shall not be deemed to create a presumption that the
proposed reclassification and resulting development would in fact be compatible with surrounding
land uses and is not, in itself, sufficient to require the granting of the application

23.6 Application for Reclassification

Evayappﬁmﬁonﬁ)rarechssiﬁcatbnslmﬂbewoonpanied by a plat drawn to scale showing
the existing and proposed boundaries and other information as the Planning Commission may need
in order to bcateandplottheamendmentontheOfﬁcialZoningMap. Such plat shall not be
required for sectional or comprehensive reclassification.

23.7 Filling Fee for Reclassification
A filing fee in an amount which shall be determined by the Town Commissioners shall be
charged for processing an application for reclassification.

23.8 Repeated Application for Reclassification

No application for reclassification shall be accepted for filing by the Town Commissioners if
the application is for the reclassification of the whole or any part of land for which the Town
Commissioners has denied reclassification within 12 months from the date of the decision of the

Town Commissioners.

However, the Town Commissioners may allow an applicant to withdraw an application for
a map amendment at any time; provided, that if the request for withdrawal is made after publication
ofthemtk:eofinwing,noappﬁcaﬁomﬁ)rreclassiﬁcaﬁonoforanypan of the land which is subject
of the application shall be allowed within 12 months following the date of the resolution of the Town
Commissioners approving such withdrawal, unless, by the resolution allowing withdrawal or
subsequent resolution, the Commissioners specify that the time limitation shall not apply.

23.9 Changing of Official Zoning Maps

It shallbethedWyofthePlannﬁ:gandZonthdminis&atortochangeﬂmOﬂicialZonhg
Maps forthwith upon the adoption of any amendments, in order that said maps shall always be an up-
to-date public record of the zones in the Town.
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240 REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC NOTICE

Public participation is appropriate in all procedures and decisions in Ridgely. Accordingly,

thefoi}owingmlesandregnlationsforpubﬁcnoticearenmdeapanofthisordimnce.

24.1 Procedure

Unless otherwise expressly provided by law, all notices to the general public required by the terms

of this ordinance shall be made as follows:

L.

By posting the property affected or to be affected by the pending proceeding. Such posting
shall be made at least 15 days prior to the hearing date by erection of a sign to be furnished
by the Planning and Zoning Administrator. Such sign shall be erected by the initiator of the
proceeding within ten (10) feet of whatever boundary line of such land abuts the most
&awbdpubﬁcmadmdﬂ‘mwbﬁcmadahﬁsﬁmmmthenﬁcingmsmhamamasmost
readily may be seen by the public as designated by the Administrator;

The sign shall include the with the assigned case number, if any, a short description of the nature of
the proceeding, and the telephone number of the appropriate government office to provide information
regarding the proceeding. No such sign shall be furnished by the Planning and Zoning Administrator
to the initiator of the proceeding, except to a public official acting in such capacity, without the
initiator first exhibiting a receipt showing payment of the required fee;

Upon return of the sign in good condition to the Planning and Zoning Administrator, there shall be
repaid to the initiator of the proceeding four fifths of the required deposit theretofore paid. If the
initiator of the proceeding is a person other than the owner, his attorney, agent, or a person
othem*iseprivywiththeowner,andthcinitiatoroftheproceedingﬁlesanaiﬁdavitstating
that the owner is unwilling to permit the posting of any such sign, the posting shall be made
byﬂnePhnningandZoxﬁngAdmmistrator.Atthehearing,itshallbethedutyofﬂxeinitiator
ofmepmcwdmgwpmwbyaﬂidavitﬁmhehasﬁﬂlywmpﬁedwimmispamgraphandhas
continuously maintained the sign or other posting in compliance with this provision up to the
time of the hearing. Any sign required to be posted by this provision shall be maintained in
avisibklocatianandﬁ'eeﬁ'omobstmﬁonbybmsh,wwds,orothergrowthuntﬂaﬁerthe
pubﬁcMaringisheld,andswhsignslmeeremovedwithinSdaysaﬁerﬂxeﬁnaldecision
Such posting of the Site shall not be required for sectional or comprehensive amendment
procedures. 4
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242 Public Hearing
All proceedings under the terms of this ordinance, requiring a public hearing, shall be

advertised by the Town, once a week for 2 successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation

intheTown,thecostforwhichpubﬁcatioushaﬂbebomebythepetitioner,priortothedate
proceeding is scheduled for hearing, which advertisernent shall state the following:

1. The date, time and place of such hearing;

2. A summary of the purpose of the proceeding in sufficient detail to inform the public of the
mtmeoftheproceedingandthereﬁefsoughtbytheinitiatoroftheproceeding;

3. Thebeatimofﬂxeproperttholved,itsmea,nannofowner,andﬁleorcesenumberofthe
pmceedhg,m:dthemmofthegovemmmdbodybefomwhommhprocwdingistobe
conducted; and

4. Any other information deemed necessary by the Planmngand Zoning Administrator to
adequately inform the public of the proceeding.

243 Public Notice
ExceptmmesofapmposedmndmemmtbetemOfthisordimnceorapmpowd sectional
or comprehensive map amendment, whenever the application of this ordinance requires the holding
ofawblklwmhgthegovemmalbodywndmmgmhlmﬁngshaﬂgiveatleast 14 days notice
ofﬂwt&maﬁp@eof&wh&arﬁ:gtobem&dbyﬂmregularus.mﬂ,ﬁrstclasspostageprepaid,
to the initiator of the proceeding, to the Planning Commission, and to the owners of all property
contiguous to the property with which the hearing is concerned and of all properties opposite said
property measured at right angles to any intervening road or street. Said mailed notice shall be
directed to the address to which the real estate tax bill on the property is sent. Said notice shall
contain the same information as the published notice required by this ordinance. Notification of
property owners shall not be required for sectional or comprehensive amendment procedures.
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25.0 ZONING PERMIT AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY REQUIRED

Appropriate building and zoning permits and certificates of occupancy provide proof of

mnml‘nmxw&hﬂnmksandmguhﬁomandtheordﬁmmassetfonhmthisordme. They shall
be required at all times.

25.1

25.2

Zoning and Building Permit
Thefollowﬁ;gshaﬂapplytoaﬂappﬁcaﬁonsforzoningandbuﬂdingpemﬁtsz

No building or sign shall be erected, constructed, altered, moved, converted, extended, or enlarged
withoutﬂieownerorownemﬁrsthavmgobtainedaZonmgPennitﬁomtthaning
Administrator. Such permit shall require conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.
Whenisued,suchpemﬁslmﬂbevaﬁdforapeﬁodofémmbs.;

No Zoningandbuilding?ermitbytheZoxﬁngAdminisu'aior, lawfully issued prior to the
e&cﬁvedaleofthisOrdimnce,orofmyanmdtnemhaao;andwhichpmmh,byhsown
tammdmovkbm,ishﬁzﬁﬁmeaﬁe&amsaiddate,shaﬂbcmvaﬁdawdbythcpasmge
ofthisOrdkmme,oranysuchamdanhnshaﬂremainavaﬁdmdsubsisﬁngpemﬁ
subject only to its own terms and provisions and ordinances, rules, and regulations
appcrtamingthereto,andineﬁ'ectattbethneoftheismanceofsaidpermit;pmvided,that
aHsuchpetmitsshallexpirenoIatertlmnéOdays&omthee%ctivedateofthisOrdinance,
mhssacnmlwm&mﬁonslmﬂhavetheretofombegmmdconﬁnuedpwsuammmem
of said permit;

No permit for excavation for any building shall be issued before application has been made
for a Zoning and building Permit;

A Zoning Permit shall be required of all non-conforming uses. Application for a Zoning
Permit shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator within 12 months from the effective date
of this Ordinance; and
AllzonmgmdbtﬁldingpermitsinﬁaeC-Zzoneandallindustrialandcommercialbuﬂdings
andmumneswiﬂmquheappmvalbythePhnnmgComnﬁssbnandwmmludedesignand
site review and approval.

Certificate of Occupancy

A Certificate of Occupancy shall be required and obtained under the following circumstances:
Uses and structures requiring Site plan review and approval shall not be occupied or utilized
untilaCertiﬁcateofOccupancyshaﬂhavebeenissuedbythe Town Planning and Zoning
Administrator;
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25.3

Certiﬁcatesofuseandoocupancyshallbeapp&dforcoincidemwiththeapplicaﬁonfora

buildingpemﬁ,mdshaﬂbeimuedwﬁhmmdaysaﬁathemopmyownerorowncfs

representative has notified the Town Planning and Zoning Administrator of completion of all

improvements in compliance with the approved Site plan, provided:

a.  The on-site construction and improvements noted in the approved site plan, upon
inspecﬁon,arefound completed and acceptable to the Town; and

b. Theoﬂ'-sitehnpmvemrelatedtoandnecessarywservicethesﬁehavebeen
completed and inspected by the Town Engineer and/or the Superintendent of Public
Works, the State Highway Administration or other appropriate highway department
oﬁgials,orthedeveloperhaspmvidedsnretyacceptabletothcTownofRidgelyina]l
such matters. ’ '

Filling Fees
A schedule of filing fees is maintained at the Town Office. Fees are subject to periodic

revision by the Town.
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26.0 INTERPRETATION AND CONFLICT

26.1 General Provisions

Ininterpretmgandapplyingtheprovisionsofthisordinance,tbeyshaﬂbeheldtobe the
minimum requirements for the promotion of the public safety, health, convenience, comfort,
prosperity, or general welfare. It is not intended by this Ordinance to interfere with, or abrogate of
amnul any easement, covenants, or other agreement between parties; provided, however, that where
this&dhmmehnpos&sagreaterresﬂicﬁonupontheuseofbtﬁldhgsorpreﬁsesoruponheightof
buﬂdings,orrequﬁeslargeropenspac&thanm&nposedormquiredbyothermsom&om,
ordinances, rules, regulations, or by easements, covenants, or agreements, the provisions of this
Ordinance shall govern. If, becauseofermroromissionintheZonngistrictMap,anypmperty
inthejuﬁsdicﬁonofthisﬂrdﬁmnceismts&wnasbeﬁzginazoningdistﬁcntheclassiﬁcationof
such property shall be classified R~L, until changed by amendment.

26.2 Conflict with Other Ordinances
The terms of this ordinance shall be deemed to control and to have superseded the terms of

any prior conflicting ordinance.
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27.0 ENFORCEMENT, VIOLATIONS, AND PENALTIES
27.1 Enforcement
It shall be the duty of the Zoning Administrator to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance

and to refuse to issue any permit for any building, or for the use of any premises which would violate
any of the provisions of said Ordinance. It shall also be the duty of all officers and employees of the

Town to assist the enforcing officer by reporting to him any seeming violation in new construction,
reconstruction, or land use.

27.2 Violations

In case any building is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, or converted or
any building or land used in violation of this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator is anthorized and
directed to institute any appropriate action to put an end to such violation. The Commissioners of
Ridgely, the Board of Appeals, the Planning Commission, the Zoning Administrator, or any person
whosepmpertyisaﬂ’ectedbymyvblationofﬂ)eseregufatbmormyordervaﬁdlyissnedhermmder,
hmhldhxgabmﬁngora@cemmpeﬂyowners,whetherormtspwiaﬂydamagei may maintain an
action in Circuit Court for Caroline County or request the Zoning Administrator to prohibit the
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, extension, enlargement, repair, or use of buildings
or other structures and land otherwise than in conformity herewith.

27.3 Penalties

It is a misdemeanor for any person or corporation to violate any provision of this Ordinance, or to erect
or construct or alter or repair or convert or maintain any building or structure or sign or land in violation of
any written statement or plan submitted and approved hereunder. Upon conviction, the violator shall be subject
to a fine not exceeding $100 or imprisonment not exceeding 60 days or any combination thereof, Each day such
violation continues shall be a separate offense.

Itisamisdemeanorﬁranyowneroroccupantofabtﬁldhgorstmctmorsignorlandor
part thereof, which is in violation of this ordinance, or amy architect, builder, contractor,
subcontractor, agent, servant, person or corporation, knowingly to assist or further the commission
of any violation of this Ordinance. There shall be a rebuttal presumption that the defendant was
violating the ordinance knowingly. Upon conviction, the aider or abettor shall be subject to a fine
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not exceeding $100 or imprisonment not exceeding 60 days or any combination thereof. Each day
such aiding and abetting occurs shall be a separate offense.

Proceedings hereunder may be commenced without prior notice to the defendant by way of citation,
statement of charges, or any other method allowed by law.

M
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