
COMMISSIONERS OF RIDGETY
MARCH 4,2019
TOWN MEETING

The Commissioners of Ridgety met on the above date at the Town Hat[ at 7:00 pm for
the March 2019 town meeting. The fotlowing were in attendance: President Leonard
John Buckte, Commissioner Anthony Casey, Commtssioner John Hurtey, Cterk-Treasurer
Stephanie Berkey, Director of Public Works David Crist, Asslstant Cterk-Treasurer Melissa
Leonard, Town Attorney Patrlck Thomas, FinanciatAssistant Gerald Sutton, Offlcer Ross
Harper, Officer Jeff Christopher, Cathy & Rick Schwab, Joe Riley, Joe Anderson, Brenda
Wa[ts, Debbie Bowden, Bernie Demczuk, Latoya Hottey, Richard Potter, Swafford, Aatiyah
Hottey, James Hotley, Trevor R. Hewick, Joe Graham, Monlque SorrelL Andre Sorre[[,
Jaylen Reddlng, Jessica Taytor, Tim Crosby, Darlene Lovetace, Megan Maloney, Rob
McQuade, Donna Hayes, Karen Kemp Docksteader, Bradford Johnson, Gerald
Docksteader, Darryl Hitl, Btair Carmean, Christina Roblnson, Randy Robinson, Lucy Batt,
Abby Andrews, Carol Dobson, Carolyn Garrett, Jeff Garrett, Chartes Henry, Jerome T.
Burton, Cornelius Berny, Cheleste Sevant, Martin Soko[lch, Ceres Bainbridge, Timothy
Covington, Mary h. Boyce, Katyra Boyce, Jeff Eckrich, Greg Herestod, Capri Lee (The
MogulClrcuit), Eric Daniets, Henry Cherry.

President Buckle ca[[ed the meeting to order with the Ptedge of A[[egiance.

Town Attorney Patrick Thomas addressed the audlence about meettng protoco[.

Commissioner Hurley made a motion to approve the mlnutes of the February 4,2019
Town Meeting, 2nd Commissloner Casey, approved.

STAFF REPORTS
CLERK.TREASURER
Commissioner Hurtey made a motlon to approve paying the bl[[s, 2nd Commlssioner
Casey, approved.
Total General Funds Reconcited $620,960.62
Total Sewer Funds Reconcited $335,7 12.40
TotaI Water Funds Reconcited $1 85,929.84
The 2019 Constant Yietd Tax Rate Certiflcation was provided by the State. The Constant
Yietd for FY20 would be .5686. Commissloner Casey made a motion to approve setting
the FY20 tax rate at the Constant Yietd of .5686, 2nd Commissioner Hurley, a[[ [n favor,
approved.

DIRECTOR OF PUBTIC WORKS
David Crist presented hls report to the Commlssioners (attached)
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CHIEF OF POLICE
Officer Ross Harper presented the report to the Commlssloners (attached)

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
Melissa Leonard reported that rental lnspections are beglnning for 2019 as are outslde
maintenance lssues. Untagged vehictes are atso being looked at.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT
Nothing to report.

RVFD
Not Present

HtsToRrcAL soctEw
Cathy Schwab discussed that next month we witl be cetebrating Hannah Henry Day on
Apri[ 8, 2019. She asked [f tours for the train station coutd be advertised on the both
the Historlcal Society and Town Facebook pages. The Commlssioners agreed.

STATE'S ATTORNEY
Joe Ritey spoke to the Commissioners about recent crlmes that were committed in the
Town of Ridgety. He is planning to attend att of the Carotine County Town Monthty
Meetings moving forward.

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Hurley made a motton to approve Ordinance No.2019-381 FY19 Budget
Reviston, 2nd Commissioner Casey, atl in favor, approved.

NEW BUSINESS
Brenda Watts discussed the Ridgety Car show. September 22,2019 witt be the last car
show. The foundation wiltcontinue to do things in the town and the county. Richard
Petty witt be returning for the last car show. She wants to do a wing car disptay and a
disptay in the train station with the hlstorica[ society and info about our town.

Chicken Bridge Tax Ditch representatlve, Brent Carmean, thanked the Commissioners for
the previousyear's support. The ditch is16r/z m[[es long and was estabtished in 1965.
Costs are tncreaslng and they are barety covering costs. He requested the
Commlssloners lncrease thelr contrlbution from 93,250 to $6,000 for Fy20. A dlscusslon
fottowed. Commissioner Casey said that we would consider it for FY20 in our upcomlng
budgeting for FY20.

Ceres Balnbridge from Carotine County Tourlsm requested funding for FY20. She
ptayed a radlo announcement that supported the Ridgety Car Show and discussed other
things that they have done to support the Town of Ridgety. Commlssioner Hurtey made
a motion to contlnue with the same contribution as last year, 2nd Presldent Buckte,
Commissloner Casey a bstalned, approved.
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Caroline North Littte League Donna Hayes said that they are reviewing the tease for the
Cowbarn Park. A dlscusslon fottowed. lt was agreed that it witt be on the Apritagenda
for signing. She reviewed the sign-up numbers for this spring.

Karen Kemp-Docksteader from Hortlcutturatsolutions, LTD came to discuss thelr ptans
for buitding a medical cannabls processing facltity at the Tech Park in Ridgety. She
discussed the advantages of buitding in this area. Atso discussed were securlty issues
and jobs.

Debbie Bowden with Carotine County Economic Devetopment ctarified that the Ridgety
Tech Park is owned by the County and that she is emptoyed by the County, not the
Town of Denton.

Darryl Hittfrom Titstar, LLC discussed wlth the Commlssloners hls company's interest in
buitding a medicatcannabis cuttivation and processing facitity. He discussed his
company's ptans and how the low income under-served cltlzens of the area woutd
benefit from his company locating to Ridgety. He gave a brief history on his company.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Andre Sorrett, a resident of Smryna, Detaware, from the Coatition for Justice for Anton
Btack spoke to the Commlssioners to demand that the Commissloners put Chief Gary
Manos on adminlstrative leave, pending further investigation. They betieve that Chief
Manos was directly responsibte for the death of Anton Btack.

Tlm Covlngton had a question regarding the discussion of the Tech Park. He wanted to
know why the medical cannabls industry wou[d not go to a devetoped industrlal park in
the county. He atso supports the Black famity and thelr demand to put Chief Manos on
admlnistratlve leave.

Bernard Demczuk, Ph.D., a professor of African American History and Cutture at
University of the District of Co[umbia, and a teacher at the MPD Potice Academy, and
Caroline County resldent gave his support of the Anton Btack Coalition and provided
literature to the Commissloners about educating potice officers on btack history and law
enforcement.

Monlque Sorrell came in support of her brother Anton Btack. She did not approve of
the way her brother was handted during his encounter with the potice. She asked to
have Chief Manos put on administrative leave.

Capri Lee representing the Mobite Clrcult addressed the Commissioners. She [s an
educator in Carotlne County and atso requested that Chief Manos be ptaced on
administrative [eave.
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Henry Cherry was a witness to the events on September 13, 2018. He had questions
about the officers discusstng Anton reachlng for a gun durlng the encounter. Anton
was unarmed. He btamed Chief Manos for choking Anton and laying on him as the
cause of his death. He supports the Btack Famtty's request to have Chief Manos ptaced
on Administrative Leave.

Latoya Hotty is a sister of Anton Btack. She is asking that Chief Manos be ptaced on
administrative leave. She said that they wltlcontinue to come to every meeting untilthe
coalition gets what they want. She said that there are good men that are in the potice
department and they coutd fitt in for Chief Manos.

Mary Boyce is the great grandmother of Anton's daughter. She was at the scene that
evening. She coutdn't betieve the actions of the potice department that evening. She
said that Anton was murdered and the coalition wl[[ not stop untitjustice is served for
Anton. She asked the Commlssioners to remove the Chief of Pollce.

Richard Potter, co-founder for the Coatition for Justice for Anton Black addressed the
Commissioners regarding the events surroundlng the death of Anton Btack. He
discussed the chapter 4 poticy manual regardi.ng mental ittness and that the poticy was
not fottowed. He says that according to the body camera footage Chief Manos actuatty
escatated the sttuation by not foltowing procedure. He asked the Commissioners to
read thelr poticy. On behatf of the Coatltion, he asked that Gary Manos be p[ace on
admlnistrative [eave pending the Marytand State Police investlgation.

Christina Robinson from Greensboro, MD and an emptoyee of the Benedictine Schoot,
spoke regarding how the potice officers recognized the situation as a mental heatth
issue and did not foltow procedure nor did Chief Manos identify himsetf as a potlce
offlcer. She supports the famity and the coalition and requested that Chief Manos be
put on Administrative Leave.
Carol Dobson spoke in support of the request of the Coalition. She is a retlred
community educator from both Det-Tech and Chesapeake Cotlege. She is atso a social
worker. She indicated education and training are so important to better poticing. She
urged the Commissioners to value educatlon and tralnlng and do what they can to hetp
the community hea[.

Joseph Graham from Ridgely discussed the progression of the police department from
bicycte police officers to a military styte potice department. He discussed taking the K-9
dogs and potlce offlcers out of the town of Ridgety, marking the potice cars and
communlty poticing. He also supports the Black Famity.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm.

Respectfu lty Su bmitted,
Stephanie L. Berkey, CMC
Clerk-Treasurer
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Commissioners of Ridgely

Public Works Department Report

Commissioners Meeting

March 4, 2019

SEWER

o 55 days holding capacity
r All reports have been completed and sent to MDE

WATER

o All reports have been completed and sent to MDE

PUBTIC WORKS

o 16 locates
o 2 loads of brush
o 6 rubble pick ups

o Worked on allies
o Patched pot holes
o Serviced equipment
r Sweeping streets every other week

ADM!N

o Working on Little League Lease

o Working on Liberty Street Drainage
r Hanover Foods

o MML Golf Tournament
o Have permission to do no parking at the train station per SHA. Waiting for

weather to break to complete



Ridgely Police Department
2 Central Avenue, Ridgely, Maryland 21660

Phone:410 634-2151
Fax: 410 634-8083

February 2019 Police Department Report

Calls for Service 601
Property Checks 281
Community Policing 132
Arrests 5

Chief Manos attended the American Legion First Responders Luncheon. The American Legion
Ladies Auxiliary discussed having the luncheon yearly.

Attended the Social Services SMART Meeting to discus cases that are ongoing currently in Caroline
County.

We had an armed robbery at the Dollar General. Pfc. Christopher is the lead investigator. Pfc.

Harper and myself have been assisting. A suspect has been developed and the investigation is continuing.
The last armed robbery in Ridgely was in 2014 when an unknown suspect used a large stick to threaten
and take money from the teenage clerks at the Ridgely Subway.

The Ridgely Police Department's Extreme Risk Protection Orders Policy as defined in Maryland's
Public Safety Code 5 Sec 602 - 610, has been completed by Sergeant Geesey. All ofour officers will
receive training that pertains to this new law. Three officers have already completed the raining and the
others will have completed the training within the next trvo weeks, This was a big undertaking by
Sergeant Geesey and through his leadership we are ahead ofthe mandatory implementation ofthe law
and the other departments.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gary Manos
Chief of Police
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COMMISSIONERS OF RIDGELY

MARCH 4,2019
TOWN MEETING

PUBLIC COMMENT LOG

ALL PUBLIC COMMENTORS MUST SIGN THE PUBLIC COMMENT LOG
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